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INTER=APAB APFALES 





rex? OF BI VER TRANSPORT AGREEMENT WITH SUDAN PUBLISHED 

Cairo AL<JARTOAH AL<®ASMIYAH [The Official Gazette] in Arabic No 10, 5 Mar 81 pp 564-572 
|\Aefeem at Setting (p Joiat Pevptian=Sudanese River Transportation Authority] 
Tewt! Nweree Ne ¥ 9 of 1975 by the P esident of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

al ily oe the agreement setting up 4 joint Egyptian=-Sudanese river transportation 
withor ty ceomeluded tn Khartoum on 15 July 1975 between the governments of the Arab 
epublic of Pevet and of the Democratic Republic of Sudan. 

‘ne “resident Oot tty epublic 

After perustng paracraph 2 of article 151 of the constitution; 

And the approval of che People's Assembly, 

Hae decided? 

‘inele artiete: Te catifv the agreement eetting up a joint Sudanese-Egyptian river 
transportation authority coneluded in Khartoum on 15 July 1975 between the govern- 


mente of the Arab Republic of Eeypt and the Democratic Republic of Sudan, with the 
reservation on the condition of ratification. 





teaued at the Presicential Office on 6 October 1975. 
Anwar al-Sadat 


Agreement Setting Up Joint Sudanese-Egyptian 
River Transportation Authority 


In line with the joint declaration tseved in Cairo on 12 February 1974 by Presidents 
“uhagmad \nwar al<Sedat, the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, and Ja'far 
Mohammad Numavri, the President of the Democratic Republic of Sudan, and out of 

the desire of the two states to unite their efforts in the sphere of river trans- 
portation in the Nubia=-Nasir Lake and to enhance trade between them, the governments 
of the two estates hove agreed to set up a joint river transportation authority in 
accordance with the provisions of this agreement. 














Section Om 


Authority's ame, Coale and Peadquarters 


Article one. <A jeiat authority ef the governments +f the Arab Republic of Egypt 
and of the Democratic Republic of Sudan shall be set up and shall be called the 
Nile Villey Hiver Traportetion Authority, tte headquarters shall be in Aswan 
and tt wehall have «a branch ofttiee in Halfa,. It shall also have branch offices 
in any other place desilanated by the authority, should the need arise. 


Article twe The authority ehall carry out the following activities in accordance 
with the etipulattons of this agreement: 


|. River transportation ¢ passengers, goods, parcels, mail and livestock between 
the High Dam Port and Halfa Port. 


2. Touriet river transportation in the Nubia-Nasir Lake between the High Dam Port 
and Halfa Port. 


}. Extend the types of river trans, ortation specified in provision 1 of this 
article to the northern High Dam and to the southern Wadi Halfa, with the approval 
of the twe governments. 


4. Build the vessels necessary for the authority's goals or for other external 
purposes and build the floating docks and other facilities needed for the repair 
and maintenance of these veesels. 





5. Other operations connected directly or indirectly with the authority's activities 
ae stipulaced in the preceding provisions, including the opening of authority 

offices in any place designated by the Board of Directors in either of the two 

states or in any other country. 


Article three. To realire its goals, the authority may engage in the following: 
1. Operate regular river transportation Lines. 

/. Purchaere, sell and lease ships, vessels and other units, machinery, equipment, 
spareparts, real estate and movable property necessary for river transportation 


activity erd for carrying out maintenance and construction work. 


3. Train and prepare the technicians needed for the authority's activities. 


Arttele four. The government of each o° the two states shall outline the water 
path to make night transportation possible and shall build within its borders and 
in stages the ports necessary for the authority's activities so as to enable the 
authority to engage in its operatione regularly at the earliest time possible. 

On agreement between the two governments, the transportation activities specified 
in provision 1 of article two may be confined to the authority alone. 








Section Two 
Arttele tives: 


1, The authority's capital shall consist of 5 million Sudanese pounts and che 
Judanese pound shall be evaluated according to the gold value set for it by the 
International Monetary Fund, Ea ch oF the two countries ehall pay one-half the 
capical in their own currency. 


2. im case the gold content [value] of the Sudanese pound changes from the 
declared value at the time of the conclusion of this agreement, then the capital 
and all Cio sum@ poyable by each of the two sides in the authority and assessed 

in the Sudanese pound shall be adjusted so that they may retain their value before 
the change. 


). The share of either side in the capital may be paid in kind. In this cage, 
the value of what is offered in payment of the share or of part of the share shall 
be asseseed by a committee including representatives of both sides. 

4, Upen ormation, the Board of Directors shall examine the currently existing 
units in operation, shall select the suitable among tiem and shall assess them and 
consider chem a payment in kind toward the share in the capital. 


Article six. The authority's cpaital may be adjusted on a separate agreement 
cone luded between the two cides in accordance with a proposal by or after consul- 
tation with the authority's Board of Directors. 


Article seven. Each of the two governments agrees that it will not tranefer its 
share of the authority's capital or part thereof to any other party without the 
approval of the other government. 


Section Three 
Legal Status 


Article eight. The authority shall have an independent le, status person and 
seal. Wichin the frameowrk of its goals, the authority shall have the right to 
conc lude contracts, to own and dispose of movable and immovable property, to engage 
in Litigacion and to initiate all legal measures. 


In case of litigation or arbitration, the authority shall he represented by the 
chairman of its Board of Directors. 


Article nine. The authority alone shall be responsible before others for the 
obligetions and commitments emanating from its performance of its activities and 
from its conduct. 


Article 10. Neither of the two governments shall be responsible for the authority's 
commitments, except within che limics ef the unpaid part of its share of the 
capital!. 


Article ll. The authority's monies are public monies and its workers are civil 
seivants according to the determination contained in the laws of each of the two 
countries. 














Article 12: 


1. the authority's movable and immovable property am che profit share of each 

ol the two countries shall be exempted from all the taxes levied by any of the two 
states for a period of 10 years that my be extended with the approval of the two 
governments, 


2. Ihe aveherity's river unite, spareparts, equipment and installations for 
maintenance, repair and operation shall be exempted from the taxes and custome 
fees levied in each of the two «tates, 


\, the wages, allowances, recompense and other cash and in kind benefite of the 
authority workers shall be subject only to the taxes levied in accordance with 
the Laws of the country to which they belong by citizenship. 


4, Sixty percent of the wages, recompense and allowances of the authority's workers 
in each state shall be remittable to the other state. 


Article 13. The authority's monies or profits shall not be subject to the restric- 
tions imposed on curreney in each of the two countries except within the Limits 
agreed upon by the two governments. Lach of the two governments shall secure 
equally the free currency necessary to purchase the operational requirements, 
provided that the authority tepay the value of the free currency. 


Article 14, The authority's movable or immovable property may not be nationalized, 
confiscated, impounded or subjected to administrative custodianship. 


Article 15. The authority's river unite shall raise the flags of both states. 
Section Four 
Authority's Management 
Article 16: 


i. The authority shall be managed by a board of directors comprised of six members, 
Each government shall select three members and each government may replace any of 
its representatives. 


2. The board shall have a chairman selected by his government from among the 
board members and the chairmanship shall be alternated between the two countries. 
The chairman of the first board of directors shall be from the Sudanese side. 


3. The term of the board of directors shall be 3 years and each of the two 
governments may reappoint its representatives in the council to another term or 
more. 


4. The recompense of the chairman and members of the board of directors shall be 
set by agreement between the two governments. 


Article 17. The authority's board of directors shall be responsible for the 
authority's activities. The board's meeting shall lack quorum unless the majority 








of ttc members attend, The board shall issue ite decisions by majority vote. 

In cane the votes are equal, the side on which the chairman votes shall prevail 
if the side imciudes votes (rom representatives of the two governments, If the 
votes are fot @lngled, then the tasue shall be referred to the twe governments, 


Acticle is. The authority's beard of directors shall issue the decisions and 
recomendations and ehall perform the following: 


ay down the authority's general policy. 


b. lesue the bylaws and decisions pertaining to the authority's fivancial, 
sdminietrative, technical and organizational activities. 


raw up the orsanigational structure of the authority's personnel, including 


the number of job posttions and of workers, the method of their employment, the 
conditions .( their service and the termination of their service, provided that 
the board of directors’ decision on this structure may not go into effect without 


the approval of the two governments. 


), Appeove the budget and the profit and lose account and prepare the investment 
proerams, provided that they are approved by a decision from the two governments. 


bk. Prepare the pe formance plans and criteria. 


Fr. Draw up the rules that euarantee performance control, the use of the available 
resources in a sound economic manner and whatever else may raise and enhance 
production. 


G. Follow up the authority's progress of work and keep watch on the decisic.s 
issued by the authority and the decisions issued to the authority by the two 
governments. 


H. FPrepare periodic reports, at least once a year, on the authority's activity 
and on whatever requests the two governments mke regarding this activity and 
submit these reports to the two governments. 


i. Set a tariff for transportation fares and prices, provided that the board of 
directors’ decisions in this regard do aot go into effect unless approved by the 
two soveraments. [nm case the two governments set prices below the economic 

operstional costs, the two governments shall undertake to cover equally any deficit 
that may develop in the operational costs. 


i, Submit the necessary recommendations to the two governments regarding any 
matter concerning the authority's activities and likely to enhance the authority's 
efficiency and to realize its goals, especially recommendations to adjust the 
authority's capital. 

Kk. Dispose of the authority's reserves in accordance with the set rules. 


i. Lay down the bylaws regulating work in the authority's branches and offices. 














M. Carey out any other activity which this agreement states clearly ia within the 
board's juriadietion of on which imatructions are issued by the two governments. 


Article 19, The board of directors may assign ite chairman or any of its members 
to carry out am epeeific activity within the board's jurisdiction. The board 
shall aleo determine the executive powers of the members under the supervision of 
the board chairman, 


Section Five 
Authority's Budget and Accounts 


Article 20, The avthority shall have an annual budget beginning on 1 January and 
ending at the end of December of every year. 


Article 21, The authority's montes shall consist of: 
1. The capital. 


2. The revenues which the authority collects from its activities, including t'.e 
fees it collects from those permitted to engage in river transportation activities 
in implementation of article four of this agreement. 


3. The loans, aid and grants accepted by the board of directors. The total sum 

of the loans may at »o time exceed twice the capital, unless with the approval 

of the two governments. The board of directors may borrow from any local or foreign 
financing sources, with the approval of the two governments. 

Article 22. ‘The authority's revenues shall be used to meet the following expenses: 


il. All the expenses of operating and managing the authority, including the proper 
allocations for consumption and (for renewing the assets.) 


2. The wages, allowances, benefits and post-service benefits and compensations 
for the authority workers. 


3. The capital investment allocations for the purchase of assets and the repayment 
of Loans and of other commitments. 


4. the sums set aside for reserve. 

5. Spending on anv other purposes spelled out in this agreement. 

Article 23: 

The authority's net annual profits shall be allocated for the following reserves: 
A. Twenty percent to form a general reserve to bolster the authority's f sation. 
This allocation shall be stopped when the value of this reserve equals t' at of the 


capital. 


B. Five percent for a special reserve to improve the standard of serv 











C, Pive percent to be distributed as incentives and to be used to improve the 
health and social services offered the workers in accordance with the regulations 
set by the board of directors, 

2. All of part of the general reserve money may be invested with the approval of 
the board of directors. 


3, The board of directors may, with the approval of the two governments, dispose 
of the geaeral reserve money to improve the authority's services or equipment if 
it becomes evident that the special reserve is not adequate for the purpose. 


4, The remaining part of the profits shall revert to the two governments equally. 


Article 24. the board of directors shali prepare an annual statement of the 
authority's tinal accounts to be submitted to the two governments. 


Article 25. The two governments shall select auditors to examine the authority's 
accounts and records and present the audit reports to the two governments and to 
the authority. 


Sect’ Saa 
Final Ger, 2 uses 
Article 26. the two governments shall meet at least once a year and shall issue 


theic decisions with the asreement of the two sides. 


Article 27. The two governments may at any tiwe issue instructions to the board 
of directors with the approval of both sides. Such instructions shall be binding 
to the board of directors. 


\rticle .8. In filling the authority's job positions, consideration shall be given 
to distributing them as equally as possible between the citizens of both countries. 


Article .9. In case any disagreement occurs between the authority and either 
government, the disagreement shall be settled by an arbitration body comprised of 
three persons, one selected by each government and the third agreed upon by both 
governments. Should the two governments fail to agree, the matter shall be 
referred to the Arab League secretary general to appoint a third arbitrator from 
a third country. The arbitration body shall adopt its decision by majority vote 
and the cecision shall be final and binding. 


Article 540: 
|. This agreement is durable tor 15 years which shall be renewed automatically, 


unless one of the two governments expresses to the other government its wish not 
to renew at least 3} vears before the end of this period. 


2. With the approval of both governments, request may be made to liquidate the 
authority before the termination of its period. In all cases of liquidation, the 
two governments shall agree on one or more of the liquidators. Should they fail 
to agree, she matter shall be referred to the Arab League secretary general to 

















appoint « Liquidator or |iquidaters, The decision of the liquidator or liquidators 
shall be final and binding to both sides. Should the liquidation result in a 
surplus, che share of each of the two sides shall be calewlated according to the 
same method of payment whereby the share of each side of the capital has been 
determined, However, liquidation of the authority may not start before the passag> 
of 6 menthe on the Liquidation request, 


Article 31. The word “goverament" o. “governments,” wherever it occurs in this 
agreement, is meant to indicate the minister in charge of transportation in the 
country coneerned or the two countries concerned, depending on the situation, 
without undermining the authority of the president of the republic, or whomever 
he assigns to represent that country, in both states, 


Article 32. Thies agreement shall be implemented 1 month after ite ratification 

by each of the two etales in accordance with the constitution and the laws in force 
in then, 

rhis agreement wae written in Arabic in the city of Khartoum on 15 July 1975. 


written in three copies, one to be deposited with each of the two governments 
and the third to be deposited with the authority. 


Signed: Engineer Jamal-al-Din Muhammad Sidqi Signed: Dr Bashir ‘Abbadi 


on behalf of the government of the on behalf of the Democratic 
Arab Republic of Egypt Republic of Sudan 
i5 July 1975 15 July 1975 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs Decree 
The minister of state for foreign affairs, 


After perusing presidential decree No 970 of 1975, dated 6 October 1975, approving 
the agreement setting up a joint Sudanese-Egyptian river transportation authority 
concluded in Khartoum between the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Democratic 
Republic of Sudan on 15 July 1975 and the presidential ratification dated 

9 tecember 1975, 





Has Jeciced: 


Single article: The agreement setting up a joint Sudanese-Egyptian river trans- 
portation authority concluded in Khartoum on 15 July 1975 between the governments 
of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Democratic Republic of Sudan and operative 
since | January 1978 shall be published in the Official Gazette. 


issued on 1 February 1981. 


Dr Butrus Butius Chali 


R494 
cso: 4802/566 














INTER=ARAR APPALRS 


RHETORICAL EX HANGES BETWFEN AS*D, HUSAYN ANALYZED 

Anti-Jordan Media Campaian 
Paris AL<NAHAP AL-'ARABL WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 6 Apr 81 pp 22-23 
(Article by Wadi!’ aleHilu. 


Texc lt seens that the escalation of the media war between Dumascus 
an’ Aeman wil! not be the prelude to a military conflict as some had 
feared or hope. Damascus wants to use the media war to explain current 
relations with Jordan and the reasons that led to the collapse of the 
Syrian-Jordanian honeymoon. Other than that, many Syrian officials are 
saying that Damascus does not want anything from Amman and that the media 
Campaien will contiqve until Jordan assumes a position of hostility to 
israel. 


This was at least what was communicated to the delegations that are 
visiting the S\r an capital on 4 mission whose purpose is to settle the 
‘yrian=Jordanian dispute and restore relations between the two countries 
to towir tormer state. The gist of what the delegates heard was that 
"Syria has no specific request; and the principal problem which Jordan 

is fecing (6 « probler between the regime, which is headed by King Husayn, 
and the Jordanian people.” 


Om the opposite side Jordanian charges against Syria can be limited to 
two matters. The first is that of the war with Ierael in 1967 and 1973, 
snd the secon’ is the friendship and cooperation treaty between Syria 
and the Soviet “nion. 


Vith reeard te che first problem Syrian officials are saying that Syrian 
Pres ‘ent Matir al-fscal atmitted the slackness that occurred in 1967. 
Nowever, what «l-\sad did make clear is that no one can say that the 
Syrian arey di not out up a fierce fight in that war and that in the 1973 
war it fought ov iteelf at a time when all the other fronts had ceased 
ftiahtine. 


Regarding the ‘ordanian charge that Syria is breaking up the Arab rank 
by etenioe a (riendship and cooperation treaty with the Soviet Union, 

















otticials in Damascus are saying, “Syria is in a state of war with lerael, 
and its international relations help it counter the ambitions of the 
israeli enemy. The case is the same with regard to the treaty it signed 
with the Soviet Union. As far a8 the tInited States is concerned, despice 
the fact chat bashington has so far been affirming its hostility to the 
Arabe and its tull alliance with Lerael, Syria is hoping that any Arab 
country would te able to conelude @ treaty with Washington in which che 
latter would aflirm not its willingness to defend any Arab country in 
particular, but eather ite neutrality regarding lerael." What officials 

in Damascus are saying is that if Jerdan or any Arab country can get from 
rhe United States a position that is neutral on lerael, if not friendly to 
and supportive of the Arabs, as is the case with the Soviet Union-<if 
Jordan can do that==«Syria will be the first Arab country to congratulate 
it on such an accomplishment. The problem as far as Damascus is concerned 
is that of enabling Syria firet and the Arab countries second to confront 
Isteel as the principal threat to their existence and their lives. fut the 
United States, which intends to control the Arab world while flying the 
israeli flag, will find nothing from Syria buc confrontation and war 
because Opening the Arab borders to U.S. military bases implies opening 
the Arab world to Lirael. What lerael does not win in its suce ‘sive wars 
with the Arabs, it will get peacefully through the United Stat... 


Put what about the possibility that a military conflict between Syria 
and Jordan will flare up’ 


It ie evilent in Damascus that Syria does not want the war with Jordan 
to shift from the media to the Jordanian-Syrian front. it is known that 
there are no ‘ndications that the wedia war will come to an end soon. 


Nusavn Criticizes Syria 
Paris AL-WATAN AL-~'ARABI WA AL=-DUWALI in Arabic 6 Apr 81 p 23 
|Artiecle from Awan by Fu'ad Na‘ im) 


‘Text The Svriam-Jordanian conflict experienced a new step in the course 
of the deterioration that is taking place [in relations) between the two 
couatries when King Musayn himself launched an attack on Syrian President 
Nalie «t<Asad on 21 March, accusing him of “contributing to the achieve- 
ment o lerael, poale” and “adopting the enemy's proposais.” 


Oheervers in Aeman are saving that it is care for the Hashimite monarch 
to wake a personal and a ‘irect attack on the head of an Arab state. 
Observers attr bute thi. matter to two reasons. First, President Hafiz 
al<Asacd had personally «ttacked the Jordanian monarch several times in 
the official Svrian media. This forced the Jordanian monarch to respord 
to these campaivyns himself. 


10 














Second, {it is evident that King Husayn wants to support his prime 
minteter, Me Modhir Badran, whe has been for a while the focus of personal 
attacks trom Dimaseus and the target of an assassination attempt. 


rurthermore, ing Husayn's address had been well received by what is 
called "the opposition,” and especially by the former Jordanian prime 
minister, Me ‘uayd Pita’i who sent a telegram of support to the king fol- 
lowing the address, This means that this telegram, as far as principle 

is concerned, constitutes an indirect (declaration of | solidarity with the 
government of fadran, 


in addition to this esealation in the conflict, it is unlikely, as various 
circles in Jordan are affirming, that a compiete boycott between the two 
countries would be possible. Lt is also believed that the rapprochement 
that began between Damascus and ‘Amman in 1975 had practical consequences 
and gains that could ult .sately [prove to be) positive. From this premise 
and despite the fact t t official relations between the two regimes have 
been getting worse recentiyv, the meetings that took place in Dar'a during 
the last 4 weeks between Syrian and Jordanian officials who are respon- 
sible tor the police, the borders and the {ree cones are significant since 
their purpose was to reinforce the continuing cooperation. 


On the other hand Syria came in second position in 1980 as Jordan's trade 
partner, and the volume of commercial and industrial exchange between the 
two countries anounted to 10 miilion dollars. This commercial exchange is 
ensured Sy the Jordanian=-Svrian Land Transport Company which was founded 
in 1975 with !6 million dollars in capital. In 1980 the returns of this 
company amounted to about 190 million dollars. 


Furthermore, the Jordanian Airline, ‘Alivah continues to ensure two weekly 
trips to Damascus in accordance with a 1976 agreement between the two 
governments even though, it is being said that these trips are not commer- 
cially sientficant. However, as a matter of principle these trips con- 
tribute to the Svrian Jordanian capprochement. This is besides the 

Jor lanian-Sycian Maritime Transport Company which was tounded in 1975. 


The (a6t contradiction is that in 1980 Jordan utilized 1( ,000 kilowatts 
of electricity that resulted from Syrian surplus production. This power 
was distributed in seores of Jordanian border villages in accordance with 
an agreement that was reached in March 1977, 


Aiso the estahlishment of «a short wave telephone network connecting prin- 
cipal Syrian and Jordanian cities will be completed belore next June. 
This is what ic being said in ‘Amman. This network cost the two countries 
approximately ‘6 million dollars. 


In the field of education textbooks for the first grade in the elementary 
stage in Syria and Jordan were completely standardized between 1976 and 
1980. On the otver hand preparations are underway to open the Syria: 
branch of the Jordanian-Syrian investment P k in Damascus. This bank 

was jointly established by the two countrie. in 1976 with a capital of 
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6 million dollars. On the ether hand we hear in ‘Amman at the headquarters 
of the Jordaniin=Syrian Industrial Corporation that the corporation is 
currently consi tering several projects for the establishment of joint 

in ustrial centers in Syria and in Jordan. The purpose of this cor 
poration, which was estabéished in 1976 with a capital of 60 million 


dollars, is to build different industrial production units [for products | 
such as cement and silks. 


age? 
C80: 4802/680 
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POLITICAL AFFALRS PRESLDENT DENOUNCES TERRORISM 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 15 Apr 81 p 2 


[kditorial: "Struggle on Against Terrorist Subversion") 


(Text ] 


‘The taking up of arms by 
finest sons of thie coum 
try all over the ancient 
and revolutionary land is 

e manifestation of the sr- 
ong determination of the 
people and gevernment 
of the Democratic Re 
public of Afg.sanisian to 
carry out successfu: stru- 
gale against the enomies 
of Saur Revolution ond 
fireign = mercenaric. sent 
into Afghanistan to kill 
the innorent men and 
women, young and old. 
boys ond girls and burn 
public and private pro- 


The new law for military 
service has provided all 
facilities for the young 
elements to tyke port m 
the defence of the ne 
tional independence = na- 
tional «sovereignty = and 
territorial integrity ae> 
inst the counter revolu- 
tionaries. 


The young elements ire 
*hecoming more con cious 
of the importance of th 
eir duties in safecuard- 
ing the glorious Savr 


Revolution an! its gains 
The people are witness. 
ing that the youths in 


ery in their fizhts a ‘ainst 
the subversive clements 
and counter-revolutionar- 


3 


't is deeply-reare'ted — that 


the intervention of the im- 
perialists inthe in ‘wl 
affairs of Afehanistan ix 
continuing, The imperia- 
lists are striving hard 
to obstruct the march of 


workers, peasants and 
toilers who have suffer. 
ed under the feudal or 
der and monarchics! evs- 
tem. 


The press conference held 


yesterday in Ariana Ho 
tel, attended bw laree 
number of loca! and for- 
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Clg) newsmen and jour 
nalists, was a clear mani- 
festation of the continua 
tion of subversive activ: 
ity carried out by the me- 
reenaries and counter-re. 
volutionaries. 


Displayed in this confeven- 


ce were samples of arms 
and ammunitions —recent- 


action of the region. 


iil 
i: 
Zi 
3? 


523 
i35 
at 
" 
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ad ibe ahum Hae 
presivent vl Politi. 
val Allaits Depert 
ment of the Misiwtity of 
interior, the seourty ana 

armed torces of the Demo- 
crate Republic ot Ate 
hanistan have ale cap 
tured chemical weapun. 
trom the counter revolw 
tonaries, Chemial arms 
we vastly, Pe said, used 
by the subversive elem 
ents in ther sulversive 
operation all over the co- 
witty. 

Their activities are varied 
out with the sole aim to 
ireate panic among the 
yoople and topple dowa 
the rule ef work ua class 
led by the Peoples De- 
mocratic Party of Al 
ehanistan 

The progressive reine bas 
been established to br 


ing drastic che wes and 
implement ehormons so 


Revolution 
As pointed out by Ravan 


Hy 


eerste tT 
ne 
busine 


The Saur Revolution forges ahcad to build the new society of progress, democracy 
and social justice, The ideals cherished by the People's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan serve as a great incentive and driving force for the victory and 

success of the revolution and fulfillment of the great tasks lying ahead of us 
in materialising the plans undertaken, 


csO: 4920 
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AIR FORCE OFFICIALS PRAISE PLENUM DECISIONS 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 15 Apr 81 p 1 


[Text] Kabul, April 15 (Bakhtar)--A meeting of the party activists of the Shindand 
Air ‘<cce garrison, in cupport of the PDPA CC fifth plenum decisions and the speech 
of Babrak Karmal, General Secretary of the PDPA CC, President of the RC and DRA 





AFGHANISTAN 





Prime Minister, at the plenum was held at the garrison on Apri! 12, 


The meeting was atten- 
ded by Maj Gen. Nazar 
Mohaminad. commander 
of tw Atr Foree and Air 
Defence and Dipl Eng Lt 
Col Dost Mohammad, the 
head of «» political affa- 
irs department of the Air 
Fo.ce and Atr Defence 

The commander of the 
Air Force and Air Defence 
drew the attention of the 
gartison emplovees to 
thei: grave duties in def- 
ence of the gains of — the 
Sau: Revolution, national 
wdependence and terrf- 
orial integrity of the cou- 
ntry”. The speech was we- 
rmiy welcomed by the 
audionce. 


Later, some omployees 
also delivered epeeches in 
support of the fundame- 
ntal statement 

The meeting ended with 
@ resolution, 
the plenum and the 
session of the commande- 
re, and heads of the polit- 


ical affairs departmens of 
the armed forces. 








ists spoke in connection 
with the fundamental st- 
atement, expressing ‘“res- 


Monday, expressed full su- 
pport” for the plenum de- 
cisions 


The chief of staff of the 
Air Force and Air Defe- 
nee spoke on Karmal’s sp- 
eech at the plenum. Later, 
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a number of officers also 


e on the 
ayn the me- 


eting was read out by a 


dge to wr party not 











cso: 
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Organisations for Wom- 
en and Youth, scholars, 
clergy, peasants, teachers 
and students, expressing 
“every cooperation in 
realization of the decis- 
ions”, 

Meanwhile, Lt Gen Ab- 
dul Qader, incharge of 
the justice and defence di- 
vision of the PDPA CC, 
president of the politi 

to 

affairs of the 
Armed Forces, met a nu- 
mber of elders and 

men of the Herat city in 
a cordial atmosphere at 
the education § directorate 
of the _—— 

Speaking on the “hum- 
anitarian and popular ob 
jectives of the party and 
the DRA Government”, th- 
ev called for “unshakeab- 
- unity in the building 

a prosperous society 
founded by the PDPA”. 


On the “lofty values of 
the Saur Revolution esp- 
ecially, its new evolution- 
ary phase", Gen. Qader 
and Gen. Gul Aqa_ s d: 
“The unity of you toili 
strata with the party a 
the Government is a hea- 
vv blow to the enemies of 
the homeland and the rev- 
olution, and now the DRA 
Government is at the ser- 
vice of the vast masses of 
the country”. 
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the guise of spoon 
to terroristic inhum- 
an acts ar’ our real ene- 
mies”, 

The audience 
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AFGHAN-SOVLET FRLENDSHLP SOCIETY OPENS BRANCH 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 15 Apr 81 p 4 


(Text) 


KABLL, April 15 Bakh 
tar) — On the vecasion ot 
formation of the Alahen- 
Soviet Friendship  Suriety 
branch im the food piocu- 
rement department, 4 tu. 
netion was held yesterday 
by the trade union of the 
department at the Afghan- 
Soviet Frendship Society 
chamber. 

The function was attend. 
ed by Satar Purdeli pre. 
sident of the centra’ coun- 
cil of the trade union, of 
Atghanistan, some = memb- 
ers of the council, Ene Aziz, 
president of the food pro- 
curement department = and 
a number of employees of 
the department 

Following the DRA na 
tional anthem, while spe- 
aking on the friendly = and 
fraternal tes between the 
people of Afahanistan and 
the Soviet Union and of 
the disinterested, — human- 
itarian cooperations of the 
land of the Soviets. cspe- 
cially, after the victory of 
the Saur Revolution. Satur 
Purceli, apreciated the 
Soviet assistances for the 
working peoplé of Ataha- 
nistan He wished for tur- 
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thering of these unshakea- 
ble and disintereste’  frien- 
dship. 

He described the form- 
ation of the Afgnan-Soviet 
Friendship Society ran- 
ch in the food procurement 
department as an effective 
step in realization of the 
common aspirations of the 
working people of the two 
countries. Later, the pres: 
ident of the trade union of 
the food procurement de- 
partment and a member of 
the union spoke in detail 
on the importance of the 
formation the Friendship 
Society branch and on the 
continued = disinterested Ir- 
iendship between the DRA 
and the USSR. 

At the end, the members 
of the Friendship  Soriety 
were introduced to 
Purdeli. The function cud- 
ed with a concert. 


According to another ie- 


port, to support the TU 


congress decisions, the wo- 
rkers and employers of the 
habul electrauty boerd al- 
so herd a function at the 
secondary technical school 


suditormum on April 15. 


The function was ardr- 
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essed by the president of the 
bourd union and others 
who, on behalf of the par- 
ticipants, expressed ‘‘reso- 
lute support for the TU 
congress decisions’. 

A resolution was issued at 
the end and new union me- 
mbership cards were dis- 
tributed. The function en- 


ded with a concert. 


To support the formation 
of the National Fatherland 
Front and the [U congress 
decisions, the workers and 
employees of the geodesy 
and cartography  departm- 
ent and the Aho Shoe fac- 
tury also held a function at 
the factory on April 13 un- 
der the sponsorship of the 
city council of the Kabul 
city trade unions. 

The function was addre- 
ssed by the secretary of the 
primary perty organisation 
of the department and the 
factory. Other speakers we 
re the president of the fac- 
tory umon and a number 
of workers who. on behalf 
of others, expressed “every 
support for the front and 
the congress decisions”. 

The function ended with 
a concert. 
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SOVLETS SAID TO BE BENT ON ANNEXATION OF WAKHAN 
(Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 25 Apr 81 p 4 


[Text] London, April 24: The Soviet foees [as published] have blockaded Vakhan 
and are keeping strict vigilence at every point around their four army camps in 
the area. 


The Mujahideen circles are apprehensive that the Soviet Union is installing mis- 
siles and other equipment to collect information along China-Pakistan borders in 
the area. These quarters claim that Soviets are bent upon annexation of Vakhan 
with the Soviet Union. 


The AGENCY AFGHAN PRESS Peshewar correspondent, in his fresh news-letter, reports 
that now when the attention of the entire world had been diverted to Kabul Kanda- 
har situation, the Soviet Generals have become active to make Vakhan the part of 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet forces blockaded Ashkashan (Faizbad). From this 
place starts the area of Vakhan the blockade of 15 miles area means that Vakhan 
would be separated from rest of Afghanistan. 


Vakhan area borders with Soviet Union, China and Pakistan. Therefore, the 
presence of Soviet forces in the area, and its annexation with Soviet Union is 
enough to indeate [as published] direct Soviet presence at China & Pakistan 
borders. China and Pakistan have cause of apprehension on the step because 
Soviet Generals are extremely frustrated at their reverses in Afghanistan and 
the desperately trying to make up their failures. 


Early this week, the information was received from Badakhshan that the movements 
of Soviet torces in Vakhan have been alarmingly stepped up and thet they do not 
permit entry to any Afghan national in the area. It is reported that locals 

are kept far away from four Soviet army camps set up in Vakhan. 


it is to be mentioned that the last year, a Soviet delegation had visited Kabul 
to settle the matter of borders with Afghanistan. Later, it was announced that 
the matter of borders had been settled permanently. However, the details of 
this agreement have not been disclosed.--AAP 


CSO: 4920 
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LSLAML© AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT ELECTS OFFICERS 


Kabul KABUL NEW TLMES in English 22 Apr 81 p 1 


AFGHANISTAN 


(text) Kabul, April 22 (Sakhtar)--The Supreme Council of the Islamic Affairs 
Department of the Demwcratic Republic of Afghanistan, at its first sessicn held 
yesterday tere, clected its office bearers from among prominent religious Leaders 


and scholars, 


The best wishes of Ba- 
brak Karmal, Gene: ' Se- 
cretary of the PDPA CC, 
President of the RC and 
DRA Prime Minister, we- 
re convved by Sultan Ali 
Keshtmand, membe: of 
the PDPA CC Politburo, 
RC Vice-President and 
Prime Minister, on the 
necasion to the menbers 
of the Supreme Counc:! and 
the clergy of the departme 
nt and, through then. to 
all religious scholars, cle- 
rey, and scholars of Afg- 
hanistan. 

The meeting opened wi- 
th the recitation of a few 
verses from Holy Koran. 
Then the President, Vice- 
Presidents and members 
of the Supreme Council 
of the department = were 
proposed and, after free 
voting, elected unanimo- 


usly. 

Congratulating the ne- 
wly elected  office-beare- 
rs, Kechitmand sad “The 
establishment of thi im 
portant counci! represents 
the realistic and human 





policy of the PDPA and 
the DRA, which is in ace- 
ordance with the  interes- 
ts of the working ple 
of Afghanistan and the de- 
ep respect paid by our 
party and our state to the 
sacred customs and tradi- 
tions of the people and to 
the sacred religion of Isl- 
am”. 


He added: “One of the 
major objectives of | our 
revolutionary state is the 
establishment of the Vast 
National Fatherland = Fr- 
ont in which the real re- 
presentatives of the wor- 
king people including the 
scholars, religious leade- 
rs, men of letters, learned 
men, workers, and peasa- 
nis avd various strata of 
our country will particip- 
ate through their related 
social organisations. 

“The Supreme Council 
of the Islamic Affairs Dep- 
artment of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan, 
as a major and significant 
organization which is con- 
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stituted of the best rep- 
resentatives of — shholars, 
religious jeaders, learned 
men, ulemas and the 
regate of al! religious 
olars. will form a signific- 
ant part of the vast nat- 
ional Father!and Front’, he 
said. : 

He expressed his conf- 
idence that the religious 
leaders had realized their 
duties in the preservat- 
ion of the independence, 
freedom, territorial integr- 
ity of the country, defence 
of the honour of the work- 
ing peopic and finally saf- 
eguarding tu* gains of the 
Saur Revolut... and that 
with the establishment of 
Supreme Council, they will 
periorm their duties in a 
more appropriate and or- 
ganized way. 


Dr Saved Afghani, Pr- 
esident of the Supreme Co 
mncl and = President of 
tone Department rebutteé 
the imperialist bogey of 











‘dange: to islam’ and 
pointed out the deep res 
pect manifested by — the 
DRA Government for le 
lam on the Fundamental 
Principle of the DRA, A 
Appreciating the  acco- 
mplishments of the PD- 
PA and the stete after the 
advent of the new phase 
of the Saur Revolution, Dr 
Afghani said the scholais 
and reiligious leader of 
Afghanistan are confident 
that “the party and our 
revolutionary state are 
really in favour of good 
mutual understanding 
and want to resolve’ the 
problems th mass co- 
nsultation and by conve- 
ning the Vast National 
Fatherland Front”, 


Tht meeting was also 
addrer.ed by some mem- 
bere of the department, 
wo expressed support 
ior the guns state- 
ment of the meeting, 

At the end, Mawalawi 
Assadullah Nasrat read 
out the resolution of the 
scholars, and clergy of 
the t which 
after voting was unanim- 
ously approved. 


The meeting ended wi- 
th prayers for the welfare, 
prosperity and happiness 
of the and flouris- 
hing nistan. 

According to another re- 
port, mem of the Su- 

Council attended a 
uncheon given by the 


a 3° Baghi 
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SAFI TRIBESMEN EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR KARMAL 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 26 Apr 81 p 1 


{Text} 








At the outset a few ver- 
ses from the Holy Koran 
were recited. 

Welcoming the t:ibal e!- 
ders Karmal, in his exte- 
mpore speech, said ‘In 
accordance with our cust- 
ome and traditions our ga- 
thering here is a grand tri 
bal assembly, ‘jirgah, at 
which we talk and these 
triba! jirgahs are the leg- 
acy of our grandtathers. 
It is through these jirgahs 
that we resolve all our pr- 
oblems in a brothely ma- 
nner”. 


He «dded: '' have seen 
the tombs of many marty- 
rs and warriors in Kunar 
Our ancestors have foug- 
ht three times, only agaiast 
our old enemy, Britain, 
in order to preserve the 
national honour,  indepe- 
ndence and our ter: itorial 


integrity”. 


“But imperialism, the 
old and known en umy of 
Afghanistan, still draw u 
heinous plans to pull 
anistan back and create 
obstacies in the way of our 
revolution. This is a fact 
which is known to all and 
it was my sacred duty to 
explain to you”. 


UN—ISLAMIC 


Expounding on the de- 
signs of international! im- 
perilism, chauvinism and 
reaction waged in Arab 
nations particularly in 
Palestine. Karmal added: 
“Britain, China and Am- 
erica are endeavouring to 
destroy Islam in the Ar- 
ab countric: but they def- 
end Islam in our country. 


This is a mere deception 
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as they misused Islam du- 
ring the reign of Amanu- 
lilah Ghazi and condem- 
ned him to infidelity”. 


Throwing light on the 
degpotic government of 
Zia-ul-Haq, he added: 
“You should enquire ab- 
out those who are wees 
in military camps in 
istan. You should know 
who are their leaders and 


other imperialist and rea- 
ctionary regimes, they smu- 
gale it into our country like 


kill our fathers, mothers, 
sisters, and children with 
these arms and set fire to 
mosques, hospitals, scho- 
ols, and destroy dams and 
irfigation works, plants 
and factories with these 
weapons. Is it the work of 
a Mustim? Surely, not, 
this is only the wo of 
the enemies”. 








C80: 
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Kanal declared “We 
want to defend the rev 
viution whieh has suceee 
ded by the will of the ma 
eh of Ou country and 
build a flourishing, bloss- 
oming Afghanistan free of 


exploitation of man by 
man. The aim of your pa- 
rty, Your government and 
National Fatherland Fro 
nt ie to ensure peace and 
securit’. not only in - 


country, but also for 
region and wu id”. 


“These works cannot be 
accomplished in one 


g 
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VARLOUS ARRANGEMENTS MADE TO STRENGTHEN THE ECONOMY 


USSR To Fight Locusts 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 26 Apr 81 p 4 
iYext | 


DUSHANBE, April 2 Soviet entomologists ha- 
(Taw)—An tion le- ve been helpiag Afghan 
ft the Soviet As. peasants since 1638. 
ian Republic of Tadzhik- Ties between Soviet 
istan for Af nistan to and Aighan specialists ha- 
help combat locusts ve especially strengthened 

Tadzhik apecialists will after the Saur Revolution 
help peasant and cooper- in Afghanistan Close co- 
ative ferms in southern operation is consolidated 
Afghan where a by annual meetings of en- 
great n of locust le- tomologists from the two 
rvae have been observed countries in Moscow and 

The expedition is eq. Kabul. They exchange in 
uipped with modern mea- tormation ar 4 outline pra- 
ns of locust control Act- ctical preventive measur- 
ording to experts, the ava- es. 
lability of modern equip- 
ment will help carry out No case of —_ locust 
preventive operations ov- ——— A 
oe cus 0 taal gue Obeerved during all these 
a. within a brief peri- “Se io the 

result of the close cooper- 
ation between the resear- 
two coun. 
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Purehase of Cable 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES ia Baglish 15 Ape 81 p 4 


(tent) KABUL, April 15 (Bak 
htai)- purchase ag: 
jeoment for 161.000 metre 
ol different types of cables 
costing $142,762 for — the 
Salma was signed 


ot the Ministry of Water 
and Power and the Blect- 


of 
oo 





Projects for Mines, Industries 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 18 Apr 81 p 1 
(text) 


KABUL, April 16 (Ba- 
khtar) A meocting of ac 
tiviets of industrial apd pr- 
oductive enterprises and 
institutes and projects re 
lated to the Min-ctry of Mi. 
nes aad Induvries in the 
centre and provinces was 
held at the conference hay! 
of the Ministry last Thurs- 


*.. aus we 0 @ 
ess the performance of the 
Minwetry s related imetite- 
tes, the progress mado du 
ring 1559 im oe propects 
belonging to th mmiuetry 
as well as for seckiwg ways 
for better  emplementativn 


Alter various views, we 
te ltorwarded, discusssions 











Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 28 Apr 81 p 3 


(Text) 


the Deputy Minsters, 
high ranking officials of 
the Mimetry of Mines and 
lndustries i the contre, so 
me other provincia attic: 


trade unions from the cen 


tre and province were pre 
sent at the mecting 


Letters of merit and pre. 
seuts were distributed to 
those industrial plants who 





Petroleum Cooperative 


The developing countr- 
vos 0 Asia and the Paci- 
fic should endeavour to 
erter into various formes 
of collaborative arrangem- 
ents to atsure themselves 
of adequate petroleum su- 
pplies at reasonable and 
predictable prices. This 
is imperative in view of 
the fact that petroluem 
will continue t be the 
major source of their co- 
mmercial energ: supplies 
in the short term 


A United Nations repo- 
rt. released tn Bankok in 
February, says that regi- 
Oneal, inter-regional = and 
international co-operation 
in petroleum purchasing, 
shipping, refining and tra- 
de in by-products, hag “co- 
nsiderable potentials”. 

The report outiines op- 
trons of immediate and pr- 
actical value open to pol- 
icy-mekers in tackling pr- 
oblems related to oil price 
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increase and dwindling su- 
pplies, as well as to the 

aronic balance of paym- 
ent deficits of importing 
countries 


Increased consumption 
of petroleum is essential if 
the developing countries 
of Asia and the — Pacific 
are not to lose momentum 
in their pursuit of econo- 
mic and social developm- 
ent 





It is also inevitable in 
the face of time lags in 
the development of other 
sources of energy to repl- 
ace petroleum 48 4 com- 
mercial energy in the next 
few years In many Asian 
countries, alternatives su- 
ch as hydro and nuclear 
power, have not yet been 
fully exploited, mainly 
because of the hitherto co- 
mparative cost advantage 
of using petroleum. 








Some of the suggestions 
made are indicative of the 
ibilities for cooperat 
ve action in the Asia 
Pacific region. For exam. 
ple, the South Pacific Bu 
veau for Economic Co- 
operation has been neg- 
otiating for oil directly fr- 
om the Organization — of 
Petroleum Exporting Co- 
untries at concessional pr- 
ice, 

Among members of the 
Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, there exis- 
ts an agreement that the 
oil producers among them 
will help meet the suppiy 
shortages in the subregion, 
Similar preferential sup: 
ply end or price arrange- 
ments are featured in ak 
reements between Sout 
Korea and the oil-export- 
ing countries of the Midd- 
le East and between Ch- 
ina, Soviet Union and so- 
me developing ESCAP 
countries. 


Indigeonous Sources: 


The report also notes 
that non-commercial ene- 
ray sources are of vital 
importance to the develop- 
ing countries in the ESC- 
AP region. Non-commerci- 
al energy sources at pres- 
ent provide the bulk of 
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ty that energy prices will 
continue to increase in bo- 
th nominal and real ter- 
ms, developing countries 
will need larger access on 
a more ; edictable and 
less conditional basis to 
foreign resource flows. 
This will help them cope 
with short-term disturba- 
nee and to sustain the te- 
mpo of longer term deve- 
lopment. 

Resource flows from 
the oil-expo. ting countr- 
ics have continued to ine- 
rease and have supplem- 
ented assistance from the 
developed countries. A co- 
neerted regional effort sh- 
ould be made to further 
increase such flows, says 
the report. 


The development of ih- 
digenous energy sourcer, 
the restructuring of the 
economy and the accele- 
ration of socio-economic 
development in the deve- 
loping ESCAP countries, 
it adds, will be determin- 
ed to a large extent by 
the availability of adequ- 
ate concessional foreign 
resource flows. Commere- 
ial bank borrowings or the 
conditional resources pr- 
ovided by multilateral ag- 
encies are not a substitute 
for such concessional flo- 
ws. 
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energy for cooking purp- 
or os in the rural sections 
of Asia and the Pacific. 
Improvement in the effi- 
ciency of use of such sou- 


rees of energy is regarded 
as ‘ie ‘most promising po- 
ssibility” in the short-te- 
rm. 


Considerable progress 
has achieved in the devel- 
opment of fuel efficient 
stoves. However the rep- 
ort notes that much more 
remains to be done, parti- 
cularly in support of rese- 
—_ and ae wo 
rk, in popularizing accen- 
tance of newei method 
and in the establishment 
of sub-regional or regional 
manufacturing units, wh- 
ere feasible. 


Regional and internat- 
ional co-operation in the 
forms of capital o techn- 
ical assistance cou. have 
an important role. Regio- 
nal action, for example, 
could narrow the scope of 
licensing and patent rig- 
hts on alternate 
technologies since final 
retail prices will need to 
be held to the lowest min- 
imum possible in order to 
gain the maximum poss- 


ible acceptance, 
Given the real possibili- 











EGYPT 


LAND RECLAMATION, IRRIGATION PROJECTS, WATER NEEDS EXAMINED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15 Feb 81 p 9 


|Interview with Engineer ‘Abd-al-Hadi Samahah, minieter of Irrigation, by Muhammad 
Aimad Hammam; "Minister of Irrigation Announces for Firet Time: Water Map for 
Egypt; Eahptian- Sudanese Cooperation to Supply Additional 4.2 Billion Cubic 

Meters of Nile Water; New Plan to Make Use of Drainage Water in Agricultural 
Expansion") 


[Text] All the facts declare that Egypt is on the threshold of an agricultural 
revolution whose most significant landmark is a vast increase in the area of lands 
to be reclaimed. Consequently, an irrigation plan has emerged to supply the water 
necessary to cultivate the new and ever-expanding lands. This plan is connected 
with our present and future water needs, with the projected alternatives to the 
current sources and with developing the methods of irrigation in Egypt. 


Fngineer ‘Abd-al-Hadi Samahah, the minister of irrigation, saye that water is the 
basis of life. This is why supplying the necessary amounts of water at the right 
time and with the right quality for the various development purposes in Egypt is 

a fundamental and strategic goal in the current phase. All the minietry's agencies 
have been put on the alert to realize these goals, especially the horizontal expan- 
sion plan advocated by President al-Sadat--pa: :icularly implementation of the 
engineering and technical projects required to supply the water necessary for 
cultivating 127,000 urgently. During the current year, it will be possible to 
supply the water necessary for cultivating 46,000 feddans. What is more, the plan 
seeks to complete the irrigation projects nearly 12 months before the reclamation 
operations start. 


The minister adds that the most important water source in our country is the Nile 
River. The volume of water we acquire from it amounts to 55.5 billion cubic 
meters [annually] and will rise to 57.5 billions in 1985 when the Jonglei Canal 
project, built in cooperation with Sudan, is completed. Fifty kilometers of the 
canal have already been completed. This canal is an enormous project intended 

to save the water lost in the marshlands, thus enabling us to save nearly 4.3 
billion cubic meters of water which we will share equally with Sudan. I will go 
Monday, 26 February, to agree with the Sudanese minister of irrigation and members 
of the Nile Water Authority on discussions with a Dutch consulting office regarding 
the studies concerning the project and designing the installations all along the 
canal course, including sites to facilitate the crossing of Sudanese citizens from 
one side of the canal to the other. The project will cost 90 million pounds which 
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will be shared equally between us and Sudan, Added to this is the fact that 
implementation of the Upper Nile prejects will enable us to acquire in the near 
future nearly 7 more billion ecuble metere of water, 


[Question) What about the underground water, especially since we know that the 
water stores have been under observation throughout the past 20 years? 


|Anawer] The truch is that water stores in the underground reservoir and in the 
delta are good, At present, we exploit nearly 2.9 billion cubic meters of the 
underground water [annually]. This quantity is expected to rise to 5 billions. 
There is also a tendency to conduct more studies te determine the changes ‘hat may 
occur in the underground water reservoir. 


(Queation) What about the drainage water? 


|Anewer|] I believe that drainage [irrigation runoff] water in Egypt is fit for 
use in agriculture. tesearch in this field has proven that runoff water has a 
much lower salinity than underground water in countries which use well water for 
irrigation. Therefore, it has become necessary for us to exploit this water in 
horizontal expansion and in building pasture lands for the expected increase in 
livestock. We will exert efforte to exploit nearly 7 billion cubic meters of this 
water for horizontal expansion in the first phase. 


(Engineer ‘Abd-al-Hadi Samahah goes on co say:) The utilization of water sources 
in our country will stop at no limit. We will use well water to reclaim one-half 
million feddans in the New Valley as part of the area expected to be reclaimed by 
the vear 2000 and amounting te 2.8 million feddans. Moreover, al-Salam [peace] 
Canal, which ie the first complete project for the exploitation of drainage water, 
will enable ue to irrigate 600,900 feddans, including 200,000 feddans west of the 
Suez Canal and the rest in al-Tinah Plain in Sinai. 





Furthermore, the ministry is exerting utmost efforts to complete the second phase 

of expanding the Ismailia Canal so that it may irrigate 792,000 feddans by next 

year. The third phase of the [emailia Canal projects will make it possible to 

expand the irrigated area to 1.1 mallion feddans. Two regulators are being currently 
built on the canal: One near the town of al-Munir at kilometer 28 and the second 
near al-Salihiyah at kilometer 75. The two regulators will cost 13 million pounds. 
Tt has also been decided to build first class locks on the canal so that it may 

turn into an artery between the Nile and the Suez Canal and may become a first 

class transportation canal. The costs of dredging the Ismailia Canal amount to 
nearly 19 million pounds which have already been secured. 


It can also be stressed that excessive use of water, according to ‘Abd-al-Hadi 
Samahah, is a manifestation that forewarns of danger. For example, more than 

50 percent of the current drainage [runoff] water is water that exceeds the need 
and that is taken from the irrigation canals into the drainage canals directly. 
Moreover, the current system of irrigation by submersion and the failure to level 
the land leads to the increased use of water. Added to this is the fact that the 
cultivation of some crops with high water consumption is expanded in some areas. 
Regarding drinking water, a report by an expertise house working with the Ministry 
of Housing asserts that nearly 60 percent of the water pumped for drinking purposes 
and for home use is lost. Moreover, there is an excess in the use of water for 
industrial purposes. This is in addition to the fact that the liquid industrial 
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wastes flowing inte sewers are not treated and thus cause water poilution, The 
modern methods of treigation, such as irrigation by sprinklers and drip irrigation, 
mat be used and water @uat be supplied through sealed or coated pipelines to reduce 
transportation and conveyance loss to a minimum, We are currently implementing 
experimental projects in a number of governorates, There is a project in Zifta 
District to develop irrigation, In the light of the outeome of these projects, 

it will be possible to determine the right «ind of development. These experimental 
projects will coset 54 million pounds, let is to be noted that the surface irriga- 
tion system can be developed int» irrigation by Lines [sic] and that ite efficiency 
can be raised by nearly 80 percent, which is the same ae the efficiency of irriga- 
tion by sprinkling. Sut we must not forget that the farmer ia the basic factor in 
the development plana because hie belief in the methods applied and in his ability 
to uee them ia the basis for the success of the experiment. The ministry is 


careful to have the tarmers take part in the current experimental development 
pre ject Bs 


Regirding the minieatry’s plan to develop irrigation, Fngineer ‘Abd-al-'ladi Samahah 
says that a clearecut atrategic plan has bers drawn up to develop irrigation in 
Egypt with the aim of meeting the requirements of horizontal agricultural expansion, 
construction expansion and industrial expansion within the limits of the water 
resources that can be secured. The plan also calls for raising the efficiency 

with which the current water resources are used to realize the maximum benefit 
possible through control of the water rations, modernization of the means of water 
conveyance and distribution, development of the Nile River course, full mechaniza- 
tion of the dredging and weed control operations, raising the efficiency of field 
irrigation to the maximum Limit possible, examining the possibility of developing 

a crop cycle compatible with the philosophy of realizing the highest yield possible 
from every drop of water and intensifying the work to implement the drainage 
projects. 


The minister asserts that the plan to develop irrigation in Egypt is inclined 
toward 4 water price evaluation to be included as one of the elements of production 
so that it may be possible to determine the economic feasibility of the projects 
that use water. The plan is also inclined to expand the powers of the provincial 
irrigation departments without creating a@nflict with the national quality of the 
water resources, to regulate the use of water in farms, to shift to the system of 
irrigation by elevation and irrigation by lines, to supply skilled labor and to 
unify the crops on subsidiary and distribution canals. 


Finally, adds Engineer ‘Abd-al-Hadi Samahah, there is a comprehensive plan to 
develop the Nile River Course in order to improve and contro! this course and to 
turn it into a transportation and tourist route. The plan also calls for strength- 
ening the existing barrages and building new major barrages to be used in generating 
electric power, in addition to building new locks that meet the transportation 
requirements. A contract has been concluded with a Canadian firm to survey the 
river course and to draw up a complete map for this course and its depths. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


TOP CONTRACTOR RESPONDS ‘TO ALLEGATIONS OF EXCESSIVE INFLUENCE 
Cairo AKHBAR Al.-YAWM in Arabic 7 Apr 81 p 3 


(euste by Tahani Ibrahim: "‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman Responis to All the Rumors: 
e Attack Me Because I Raised the Slogan ‘The Egyptians Are More Worthy of 
Their Country '"7 


/Text/ Eng 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman tells AKHBAR AL-YAWM most bluntly, "I have be- 

came accustomed to rumors, attacks and mudslinging. However, that is the price 

of success. People attack me because I bore the slogan 'The Egyptians are more 

worthy of their country and its projects.' The Egyptians are more worthy than the 
foreigners who brought us a whirlwind of consumer projects Like Wimpy's, Kentucky 
/Pried Chi ard hamburger /stanis/7. Therefore there was a defamation campaign 
against me. , I am t with pride in all these projects the Egyptians 
are taking part in, are all this Egyptian money which has come out fron under the 
tiles in the floor." 





In the course of 2 hours, a long conversation went on between ‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman 
and AKHBAR AL-YAWM in which he opened his heart and responded bluntly to all the 
questions ami talk that had been repeated about him, especially after he had be- 


came deputy prime minister for popular development in addition to his party post 
of chairman of the Popular Development Canmittee. 


The first question which raises itself in conversation with ‘Utiman Ahmad 'Uthman 
is the party's Popular Development Camittee's aggressive entry into the fiel’ of 
camnerce and industry: according to Law 40 for 1977 on political parties, the 
party is not supposed to engage in commercial activities. 


The National Party violated these considerations and established a national develop- 
ment bank in which the Popular Development Fund, a number of party members and some 
public sector organizations ani banks took part. The establishment of other devel- 
opment banks in the capitals of governorates, companies for self-sufficiency in food 
and other firms which embrace almost everything then followed! 


The party also obligated Foyptian banks, all of which were in the public sector, 
to contribute to the capital of same of these banks. 


These points confuse same people to the point where they consider this a new kind 
of ownership in Eqypt, alongside the ownership which the constitution provides 

for, which is public ownership ‘the goverrment and the public sector), cooperative 
ownership (cooperative societies) ami private ownership (individuals ani companies). 
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The .. “ty Does Not Own and Does Not Manage 
Eng ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman answers calmly, 
"The party does not own and does not manage any econamic project. ‘The party 


contains patriotic-minied people with expertise and experience who provide a style 
ami a concept of what projects can be carried out ani pave the way for people who 
can sacrifice themselves ani contribute their money and effort to the projects to 


do se, s© that they can come forth, execute and manage by themselves. The party's 
role r@ains one of facilitating conditions and eliminating cbs 
way. 


tac 

"I challenge anyone to present proof of my financial participation 

to any project. My role is to offer my efforts, my ¢ 

40 years' experience. More important than that is trust. 
ipate 





other things kept dominating them. My main effort 
contribute by resuming their old role in the 
terms of success with the fact that I have {ormed 150 banks and companies with 
100 percent Egyptian money through Popular Development. There are economic pro- 
jects it would not have been possible to carry out in any other manner, and these 
are: 





The corn sugar production project, with a capacity of 100,000 tons a year. 
"The soya oil production project, with a capacity of 350,000 tons a year. 


"By this method, Popular Development attracts capable people of all ages existing 
in society, fram the village to the city, making projects open to them so that 
they can take part in them ani proceed with them in the place of foreigners, who 
bring some consumer projects to Egypt which yield them rapid assured revenues, 
after which they can take our money out of the country. 


"Popular Development has succeeded in attracting domestic capital to take part in 
our projects again. Suffice it /€o say/ that when we ask for 1 million pounds in 
contributions to a project, we receive several million." 


Canbining Popular Development in the Party and Government 
/I said/ "There is a question which sane people are asking you: 


"Your appointment as deputy prime minister for popular development combines the 
party and government. By means of this position, you are supervising the organiza- 
tion of banks and canpanies established through the party. At the same time you, 
as dewuty prime minister, have by law come to have power and authority to give in- 
structions and orders to move their affairs along and solve their problems which 
could be at the expense of other projects which have no one supporting them and it 
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could be in contradiction with Article 158 of the constitution, whith specifically 
stipulates that a minister may not engage in another occupation or activity, can- 
tMercially or industrially, while assuming his post." 


Eng 'Uthman replies, 


"The Popular Development Cammittee, as I described it, does not engage in any ec- 
onomic, Cammercial or other activity, but rather directs and supervises only. 
Consequently, that does not contradict the stipulations of the law or the constitu- 
tion. My presence in the Development Cammittee of the party while I am deputy prime 
minister is aimed at creating a broader link between the Popular t Can- 
mittee and the aovernment, so that it can give a more effective impetus to the 

deve lopment programs which have been successful in figures and which it would not 
have been possible to carry out in 30 years." 





A Die Middleman ts behind This Rumor 
I asked him: 


"It is being bruited about, in circles which are interested in inv»stment, that all 
big projects must obtain your agreement, or get the green light from you, so that 
you can eliminate the obstacles in their way and open the doors that are closed to 
them!" 


Eng 'Uthman said, 


"This rumor has been spread about by a big middleman who had occupied a position 
alonj with a group of other middlemen, because I closed the doors to commissions 
ani brokerage fees in their faces and revealed their cards to keep them from caus- 
ing harm to the regime and its integrity. 


"Tt ask whether 'thman Ahmad 'Uthman needs cammissions or brokerage fees: All I 
have done is to open the doors to projects to domestic capital, after they had 
almost drowned in the face of a hurricane of foreign investors who were just con- 
tenting themselves with consumer projects like Wimpey's, Kentucky /Pried Chicken/ 
hamburgers /staris/, Seven Up and so forth. I stood up to that type of product. 
vie are not incapable of carrying out such projects so that we need foreigners to 
Cane to invest in then. 





"Egyptians are more worthy of their country and its projects. For this reason the 
defamation campaian has been directed against me!" 


Your Promise to Craduates Cannot Be Pulfilled 
I told him, 


"You promised the graduates a project which seems samewhat fantastic. In accord- 
ance with it, every graduate is to receive 10 feddans, a model hame, two cattle 

and 200 chickens. According to official statistics, the graduates of universities 
arc. higher institutes of various kinds number more than 300,000 a year. Consequen- 
tly, the project will need 2 million feddans and thousands of houses, cattle and 
chickens. How can the project seem realistic?” 
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/Me said/ “Doubt anc suspicion have extended even to young people's projects! The 
Sinai project has 500 graduates who are now farming and producing, Thirty thousand 
faumns /Sic/ are being prepared, consisting of 25 farms in each governorate accan- 
molating at least 300 young people. 


"That is, 7,500 young people will work in the farms alone, aside from the other de- 
ve lopment projects in cempanies, banks, service centers and so forth. This is the 
real start on the sound road to bringing young people out of false life in offices 


anil goverrment positions. 


"An agency will be established for young people in the Popular Development Cam- 
mittee to take responsibility for putting young people to work. Isn't this better 


than the policy of camps, symposia, buying votes and influencing yong people's 
minds with false slogans?" 


The al-Isma'iliyah Canpany 


I asked him: 

"People say that through your influence in the National Party's Popular Development 
Canmittee, the al-Iama'iliyah Campany has taken over = incorporated 500 culti- 
vated feddans owned by the public sector, on grounds that that is land under re- 


clamation. There is great difference between reclaimed od. and land put under 
new cultivation." 


Eng ‘'Uthman sniled and said, 


"The land in fee is 100 percent owned by a public sector agricultrual company. 

The area of land involved is 15,000 feddans, 5,000 of which are land that is cur- 
rently farmed but was not producing and realized an annual loss of 1.5 million 
pounds according to the official budgets of the campany itself. That is, the 

land was yielding not crops but losses. When the al-Isma'iliyah Company was 
forned, the public sector campany went in with it with a 25 percent share and they 
reclaimed and newly cultivated 12,000 feddans, which they will attach to 20,000 
fedians. Quite simply, the land belongs to the company, whose share is represen- 
ted in the project; the al-Isma'iliyah Campany is run by Egyptian shareholders 
residing in the region.” 





Is the Engineers' Union for the Vocation or for Investment? 
I asked him, 


"Since you assumed the chairmanship of it, the Engineers' Union has been turned 
fron a vocational union to a union investing in different types of projects, 
through which you have established a number of projects which you tried to obtain 
agreement to before entering the union but couldn't, such as the Engineer's In- 
surance Campany. The law prohibits the establishment of private insurance cam 
panies, restricting them to the public sector alone." 
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‘Uthman ./ead 'UOdwuaan, head of the Popular Development Cammittee, replied, 


"The unions were basically established to look after the interest of the members 
and insure their lives against every circumstance. How can we provide the members 
with this insurance without having special monies for that in the union's fund? 


“Ihe motion of trade union activity has changed fran a negative one to a positive 
one, by transforming the unions into productive capabilities and putting their 
money to work in projects whose revenues will return to the fund and consequently 
the members, Other unions have started to amlate the engineers' union." 


The Story of Participation in Egypt Air 
A question: 


"It is being rumored that the party's Popular Development Committee is venturing 
to enter into participation with Egypt Air. Why?" 


Eng 'Uthman answered excitedly, 
"That should be legal for foreigners anj forbidden for Eqyptians? 


"A campany by name of the Arab Campany, whose capital was 100 percent foreign, 
entered into the airline field and obtained an internal airline permit, which means 


that we do not have sovereignty over our territory. Airlines must be the property 
of domestic companies alone and foreigners must not participate in them, 


"If there is a domestic airline company with 100 percent Egyptian money entering 
into participation with Egypt Air and competing to provide the best services to 
passengers and raise Egypt's reputation, should this provoke anger? Why didn't 
people protest about the foreign company?" 


al-Isma'iliyah Is the Province of ‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman 


"People call al-Iama'iliyah the province of 'Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman. It has a mono- 
poly on your primary attention and therefore on most investments and projects; 
these have now reached 18 in number. Why?" 


With a amile from the heart, Eng ‘Uthman replied, 


"It is true that T am partial toward al-Ism'iliyah and that I give it my primary 
attention, because it is the land that I belong to ani al-Isma'iliyah stood alon- 
side me in the days of my trials when my campanies were nationalized and I went 
there heavy of heart, with 25 piasters in my pocket. The good people of al- 
Isma'iciyah rushed toward me, alleviating my burden ani extending the hand of as- 
sistance to m so that I could start over. When I presented them with 

on development projects they hastened to carry them out and turned the dreams into 
reality.” 


All the Projects Are for Arab Contractors 
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A question: 


"Around 80 percent, if not more, of our projects are in the hands of Arab Contrac- 
tors, to the exclusion of other contracting firms, to the point where people who 
spread rumors state ‘Egypt is the gift of Arab Contractors,‘ 


He answered me with a bigger anile, 


"Arab Contractors cbtains its contracts through awards, international and damestic, 
because it is distingvished by its immense system, which works Like a family and 
finishes the work on time at campetitive prices. On top of that, not every project 
has its camplete construction budget listed, and Arab Contractors does not stand 
with its hands tied waiting for allocations; with its resources and its name, it 
cabtains the necessary loans fran the banks and carries out the projects even if 
the payment for them is delayed." 


You Were behind the Closure of A*ministrative Surveillance 





" oilly question, but one which has been raised a great deal, is that you wore be- 
hind the decision to close down Administrative Surveillance because of specific re- 


ports it had presented, stirring up your anger against it.” 
He replied to me with astonishment: 


‘Paople linked the closure of Administrat‘ve Surveillance to 'Uthman because I ad- 
opted a long-standing position with them when I took over the pi y for 
housing and reconstruction in the cabinet. I immediately suspended all the re- 
ports they had prepared on company heads ard directors, met with 
denamied that they turn a new page and completely forget these 
would hold them accountable just for the work they performed. 
trative surveillance agencies Wemselves to withdraw and take their 
sector so that the development plans could progress as we had set them out. 











"In reality, in 3 years we achieved what would have taken us 50 years to achieve, 
ani I did this beause I believe that work requires flexibility. "femte cannot 
work while the sword of surveillance is hanging over their necks. If I give a 
person freedom and power, I give it to him without limits and I do so generously. 


"The closing down of surveillance was the /result of/7 the opinion of other agencies, 
and I have nothing to do with it whatever. 


Eng 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman concludes his statement: 


"I have became accustomed to rumors, attacks and mudslinging, but that is the fate 
of the successful. I am content with pride in the number of projects which have 
been esta’ lished under the supervision of the Popular Development Committee. More 
important than that is the entry of domestic capital into our projects and the re- 
moval of Egyptian money from under the tiles in the floor. Foreign investment is 
retreating before Egyptians with capital." 


11887 
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GREATER CAIRO DRINKING WATER SITUATION DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 6 Feb 81 p 17 


|Article: “Symposium: Drinking Water Between Accusations and Truth; Deputy 
Minister of Planning: Greater Attention Is Required for Industry Connected With 
Water Consumption; Undersecretary of Ministry of Health: Appropriations Are 
Available; What Is Important Is Fair Distribution Among Service Facilities; 
Consultative Council Member: Why Don't We Allocate ‘Water’ for Drinking Purposes 
and ‘Water’ for Other Purposes; Water Utility Chairman: Greater Cairo Alone 
Dumps 150 Million Pounds in the Ground Daily") 


{Text|) There is no disagreement over the importance of drinking water. Even though 
the issue has been discussed repeatedly, it still represents the everyday tale which 
nobody tires of hearing or discussing. Bu* *he sumposium doesn't want to be a 

mere figure in the number of times in whici .nie issue has been discussed. This 

is why the symposium was eager from the first moment that the discussion be committed 
to two fundamental conditions: That it be frank and present the truth as it is and 
without aay beating around the bush and that the solutions proposed for the 

problems be realistic and free of phantasy. 


Through toe heated discussion which lasted 4 full hours, numerous facts were 
revealed, each fit to be a sensational “heading” that dazzles the reader, whether 
concerning the reality under which we live and which we do not comprehend or 
reyarding the future and its plans for which we must prepare. What has also become 
evident is the role that each 9 us must perform out of commitment to the duties 

of citizenship. There have also emerged fundamental conflicts that occur between 
the various government agencies, reflecting negatively on the masses’ interests 

and causing the povernment big losses in both efforts and money. With the emergence 
of the truth, the dimensions of the problem have been determined, light has been 
shed on the oew projects and a number of new propoeale have been generated in the 
form of recommendations that deserve attention. 


At the outset, Husayn Tal'at spoke, providing background information regarding 

the Greater cairo water utility. He said the utility started as a private firm in 
Rawd al-Faraj in 1865 and expanded at the beginning of this century. In 1910, 

the utility's production amounted to 20,000 cubic meters daily. When nationalized 
in 1957, the company's production amounted to 600,000 cubic meters daily. This 
quantity was not enouch for consumption and the equipment was not fit. The govern- 
ment began to deal with the situation and we now produce 2.5 million cubic meters 
daily. In comparison to the population and tourist numbers, this figure exceeds 
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the averases known in the developing countries=-a fact which requires that the 
consum tion be etreamlined, Thies is what the foreign cireles and agencies demand 
of ue when we diseuse with them loans to develop the utility, We have drawn up 

a plan in which foreign and Egyptian consulting firms have taken part. In the 
light of thie plan, we estimate that our producticn will amount to 4,1 million 
cubic meters daily, keeping in mind that the population will grow to nearly 

ll millies people. This meane that we will allocate 400 liters of water daily per 
capita. Thie point is alee the subject of discussion between us and the financiers 
whe view this as the consumption rate of advanced countries whereas we are a 
developing country. But we are going ahead with this ambitious plan. Though the 
appropriat' ome allocated for the utility range from 30-40 million pounds annually, 
we have gotten 52 millions this year and 94 millions have been allocated for 
19Bl-S2. 1 say that we could have gotten bigger allocations but we would not be 
able to absorb such allocations because Lgypt's construction capacity is limited 
and there are no contracting and construction companies capable of implementing 

ali the projects. We are going on with the production iteelf. But how can we 
transport thie production to the consumption sites’? When we speak of production, 
we also mean the construction of distribution networks reaching the populated areas 
and the areas of conetruction development planned in advance, i.e. the expansion 

of which we are notified ahead of time, As for the areas where conetruction 
expansion takes place without our advanced knowledge, we do extend networks to such 
areas, but not at the right time. Moreover, we cannot convey water to unlicensed 
buildings or to buildings that are licensed but constructed in remote areas where 
water doesn't reach. This is why nearly 18,000 applications for water extensions 
accumulate in our utility annually. 





As for the fitness of the water [for human consumption], we reject the general 
statement that it is not fit. This generalization has become popular but it is 
not at all true. Ae for the statement that the water does not reach upper floors, 
we are not responsible for this, net even for pumping water to the first floor. 

Our responsibility stops at conveying the water to the building site. The later 
steps are regulated by law No 49 of 1957 which requires the building owner to convey 
water to all the apartments by installing the internal piping and a convenient 
reservoir. fo facilitate the task, a ministerial decree has been issued specifying 
piping diameter and recervoir dimensions to guarantee that they are suitable. 

This work should be done in accordance with the construction license. Regettably, 
it is mot. This is why residents purchase pumps and install them in their apart- 
mente. Thies action is in violation of the law and is done at the expense of the 
other residents of an apartment building. It is better for all the residents to 
unite and install a pump and a reservoir. They can also alert us so that we may 
check the property and write a report [presumably meaning notify the owner) of 

what should be done. If they wish, the residents are entitled to have a sentence 
issued for installation at the expense of the owner because he is the one violating 
the housing license. 


j/AL-ANRAN!) Se, you blawe the government agencies for two points: Housing expansion 
without notification of the utility which results in failure to supply water in 
time, either throug! the existing network or through the construction of new 
production plants, and failure to implement the housing law and the decrees 
complementing it beceuse the concern of whoever issues the licenses is confined to 
the buildings, without anv consideration for the internal water extensions and for 
installation of the rieht pump and reservoir. 
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\iueayn tai'at|] Decree Ne 25 of 1978, issued by the winister in charge of the water 
authority in implementation of law Ne 69 of 1977, binds the owners to these require- 
mente and states (hat the pump capacity may net be less than one-third of a cubic 
meter per hour multiplied by the number of apartments in the building, The decree 
Also specifies other requirements, The engineer in charge of Licensing may not 
issue the license unless the building contains the water extensions specified by 

the minister's decree, Unfortunately, this doesn't happen and we are blamed 
ultimately, We cannot raise the pressure eo that water may reach the upper floors 
because the pipeline network is weak and cannot withstand the pressure, 


[AL=AHRAM) You say that the production rate is 2.5 million cubic meters daily, 
that this means that the per capita consumption rate is higher than that of the 
developing countries and that this is che cause of disagreement with financiers, 
Do you incend to reduce this production’ What is the purpose of streamlining the 
consumption and are the people alone responsible for the loss, amounting to 

0 percent or 1,25 million |eubic meters daily]? 


[Anewer| the current average is 290 liters per person daily. This average is 
suitable at present. But our plan seeks to raise this average to 400 liters daily, 
and herein lies the disagreement, The truth is that we want to raise this average 
to make up for the misuse of water and this ie something that the financiers do 
not acknowledge. 


[AL=-AHRAM] Don't you think that we do the people a gross injustice when we blame 
them for the lose of 50 percent. The poor condition of the network's piping causes 
water to leak and causes ruptures, and the subsequent ‘ose of water, in the network. 


|Husayn Tal’at!] We admit that we are responsible for 20 percent of the loss. 

We use this percentage to clean the piping and for other operations required by 
the utility's work. There remains a loss of 30 percent which we share with the 
consumers. We waste because of the corrosion of the piping and the people waste 
as o reault of misuse. Should we improve the network and should people use the 
water properly to save it” To translate the icse in financial terms, we say that 
a cubic meter is equal to 200 pounds in installations and projects. If we succeed 
in saving the 80 percent loss, we will have saved 150 million pounds. If we 
succeed in saving only 10 percent, we will have succeeded in saving 50 million 
pounds. This is what the financiers task us for and this is why they say we 
squander our money. 


[AL-AHRAM] You say that the water is fit and clean and 1 say that this does 
really piease us. However, permit me to observe that the water is not clear and 
that it colors water bottles and other vessels. 


[Husayn “al‘ac] Only in some areas. Sometimes the water changes colors because 

we are cleaning the network but this colored water is fit and not harmful. Whoever 
finds po. luted and harmful water should avoid [using] it and should notify us. 

He is aiso entitled to prosecute us. 


[Dr Muhammad Hasan Fajj al-Nur] There is also the loss of water due to faulty 
faucets which become leaky a few months after they are purchased [installed] 

by the citizen. There is also the poor-quality sanitary equipment. This is why 

a part o. our investments must be channelled toward producing high-quality faucets 
and sanitary equipment so as to save water and water costs and so that the load 
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exerted on the sewerage eystem may not increase, thus causing the coste of this 
syatem tuo inerease, 


As for coaveying water to the higher floors, there is a problem with water reser- 
volte, famely that they become dirty and unsanitary. This requires the utility 
to inspect them, Moreover, the public water faucets are always open, Why aren't 
automatic faucets installed instead’ The utility must channel a part of ite 
investments toward thie p¥rpose, Furthermore, the importance of water requires 
constant and ceaseless enlightenment [of the citizen], 


[Dr Shafiqah Nasir) When we talk about drinking water, we must not forget our 
responsibility toward large sectora to whom no clean water has been supplied yet, 
Therefore, none of us should rest until drinkable water is supplied to every citizen 
in Laypt. Moreover, we ask: Why should we allow potable water to be used for house 
lcleaning! purposes, for garden irrigation and for crop irrigation in the cities? 
Why don't we produce untreated water for these purposes, thus saving water and its 
high coste’? Why shouldn't two kinds of water be supplied to homes: One for 
drinking and one tor other purposes’? Many countries do this. As for the potability 
of water, | hope the purification processes are not confined to adding chlorine 

to the water. | hope that these processes also include analyses to determine the 
effect of the Nile (reese), for example, in certain seasons and the effecte of the 
pesticides with which crops are sprayed and which mix with the underground water 
used in some areas. Ase for atreamlining consumption, enlightenment is very 
important, especially if the enlightenmen” takes attractive artistic forms. The 
use of automatic faucets should also be spread in all sites, even inside homes. 

| have also seen gentle enlightenment in some countries where a sign with a rose 
painted on it is placed next to every faucet, carrying the words: "Please turn 

me off." This is very important because we are consuming our investments. In 

this respect, | support channelling a part of the investments to import or to set 

up plants for top-quality sanitary equipment. 





[Dr Amin al-Jamal) if the cities are complaining about water, then we shouldn't 
forget the problem of the rural areas where the individual's share does not exceed 
8 liters of water daily. tT must also point out the need to protect the parts of 

the Nile and of the canale from which the water plants draw their water because 

some plants dump their wastes in them. 1 must also refer to the financial allocations 
to say that we do have money but that the problem lies in the failure to appropriate 
them according to importance and priority. Water and the other utilities must be 
given top priority. Moreover, attention must be devoted to the skilled labor in 
which we experience a shortage. For example, there is no technical institute to 
supply the water utility [with skilled workers]. We also experience a shortage 

in the higher management elements due to retirement, resignation or departure 

from the country. fTlese are fundamental problems. I will also say that the 

Health Affairs Depertment is responsible for inspecting water reservoirs built on 
roofs of buildings. I remember that when I was responsible for Cairo 4 years ago, 
we inspected 52 reservoirs in Garden City and found them dirty, polluted and found 
that they had not been checked for many years. As for the loss, I do not consider 
the 20 percent used in cleaning the network and in other operations a loss but an 
operational requirement. Whar is important is not +» allow the unjustifiable 

loss. Finally, I stress that the drinking water consumed at present is totally 

fit and is not at all harmful. 
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liusayn tal'at!)! The discussion on the water issue and on our immense future water 
needs leads us Lo an important point, namely: Should we consider raising water 
prices’ Should we do this so that the consumer may feel the value of water and be 
considerate in water consumption’ 


[AL-AHKAM) Why don't we install a meter in every apartment, at least in new 
buildings? 


|Husayn Tal'at] This te the ideal solution and we will take it into consideration 
in the new buildings, but it is difficult to apply to the old buildings. We have 
nearly one-quarter of a million subscribers in the Greater Cairo, meaning one- 
quarter miliion meters. But 170,000 of these meters are damaged and we collect 
the fees from these subscribers on the basis of their average use before the meters 
were damaged. Repairing these meters will cost us very heavily. The fees we 
collect may be a Little more or less than what should be collected. Generally 
speaking, the price of a cuble meter of water was 36 mile in 1934 and is now 12 
mile only, Our revenues amount to nearly 8 million pounds [annually]. The state 
subsidizes the utility and Loses money because we are a service agency. But we 
are considering the idea of raising water prices. 


At this point, discussions took place among the perticipants. 


{|AL=AHRAM| Generally, there is no harm in raising the price by a very small 
percentage for the Egyptian consumers, by a bigger percentage for the industrial 
and commerciai activities and by twofold for foreign hotels and firms, for soft 
drink plants and for other open-door economy projects. Thie is necessary to 
improve the service without adding new burdens to the citizens but to the others, 
especially sinee we consume 3.3 billion [sic] cubic meters of water which will 
rise to 6.8 billions in the year 2000. 


[Husayn Tal'at] We do actually use this quantity. One-quarter of the volume of 
water we consume is underground water and three-quarters are surface water. As 
© 1985. we will only use surface water. Underground water will be used for 
[network] cleaning operations and as a strategic reserve. 


[Muhammad Khalid] To save water, there is a plan to use untreated water to irrigate 
gardens and crops. We have started with Heliopolis and the cities of Nasr and 
dulwan. As a first phase, we have started by pumping 90,000 cubic meters daily 
{rom Musturud to Heliopolis. We will also pump 30,000 cubic meters to Hulwan. 


[Wajih 'Abbas] Waeter is dear and its value will rise in the future. This is why 
we, ac officials in charge of the Nile water, welcome saving this water. Saving 
only one billion [cubic meters] means cultivating 300,000 feddans of land. We 

must be cager to conserve. Drinking water consumption will rise, according to 

the estimates, to 6, 861,000,000 cubic meters annually in the year 2000 whereas it 
is now 3, 335,000,090 cubic meters. Other statistics indicate that our daily 
consumption will rise to 16,121,900 cubic meters in the year 2000, with 8.3 million 
cubic meters for the Greater Cairo daily, 3.32 million cubic meters for Alexandria 
and 4,501,000 cubic meters for the rest of Egypt. 


40 











|AL“ALYAM] Our current resources amount to 55,5 billion [eubie meters annually] 
from the Nile water, plus 5,2 billion from underground and drainage water, In 

the year 2000, the resources will increase with the Upper Nile project which will 
give us nearly 9 billion more. But we seek to reclaim 2.8 million feddanse of land 
in the next 20 years, Will we have a surplus, keeping in mind that the experts 
expect a shortage of nearly 13 billion [cubic metera annually]? 


\Wajih 'Abbas| This ts true and this is why we will try to supply what is needed 
from underground water and through the re-use of drainage water. Moreover, the 
electricity ageney uses [large] quantities of water and they have promised us to 
er this water when the Shubra al-Khaymah thermal plant is put into operation 
in 1982, 


New Projects for Shubra al-Khaymah and Outlying Areas 


Na'il Su'udi brought up the requests of Shubra al-Khaymah which doesn't get enough 
water even though its population is one-half million and it contains 29 private 
sector plants and 500 private sector plants. Engineer Muhammad Khalid said in 

reply that a plant with a capacity of 1.2 billion cubic meters will be set up 

in Shubra al-Khaymah to supply the city and the adjacent areas with water. The 
project, financed by a foreign loan, has been approved in the budget. The authority 
has also conducted a study with World Bank experts and the priority has been given 
to the construction of [water] plants and networks to supply the outlying areas 

of Cairo and al-Jizah, such as al-Basatin and other areas. 





The [water] authority will set up a training institute which will be opened next 
month to supply it with skilled workers specialized in water works of all levels. 
The institute's plan calls for supplying all of Egypt's water utilities with this 
skilled labor when the authority's needs are met. The ambitious plan also seeks 
to supply the Arab area and Africa, meaning that the institute will be an inter- 
national institute specialized in this field. The authority's deputy chairman has 
said that 80 percent of the workers in the Arab water utilities are from among 
the authority's workers. 


Buildings Will Collapse at Half Life Span 


Engineer [brahim “aki Oinawi said: When I was minister of irrigation in 1968, 

I received cables trom Port Said governor--cad other cables were referred to me-- 
saying that there wasn't enough water for the residents’ consumption. I was surprised 
because the quantity allocated for the city was bigger than its needs. I went 
there myself and found out that the [public] faucets in the Corniche area remained 
open throughout the night, thus dumping more than 3,000 cubic meters of water daily 
and causing the shortage. Years later when I was in charge of reconstruction of 
the canal zone in the 1970's, I was accompanying Dr ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Hijazi, the then 
prime minister, on a tour. When our car approached Ismailia, Dr Hijazi saw a 
4-inch faucet turned on and with the water gushing out of it. He stopped the car 
and went to check it. 


These are repeated examples of water waste and of increased pressure on water. 
Moreover, water dumped into the ground causes a problem to the drainage process 
and seeps to the foundations of buildings, causing them to collapse. The case is 
exactly the same with damaged faucets in homes which are not turned off tightly. 
In addition to the water they waste, such faucets cause damage to the sanitary 
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installations in buildings and affect walle and foundations to the point where I 
can say that buildings exposed to the harma of such an occurrence will collpase 
before they reach onewhalf their hypothetical life apan, 


Water Kesearch, Research Centers and Upturned Conditions 


Chemist ‘Lagat ‘Abbas, the director of research at the Water Authority, brought 

up an extremely surprising and important teasue, We said that the National Research 
Center conducts numerous studies on water but refuses to supply the authority with 
the results despite official and personal contacte with the Center at all levels. 
These results are lost without being put to use. This is why the authority conducts 
ite water research independently, despite the multiplicity and because of the 
topsy-turvy conditions, even though the center has already conducted such research, 
The authority is now planning to set up a special and independent research center. 


The issue brought up is very serious, is connected with the integration of the 
atate agenectles and requires the intervention of Dr Mustafa Kamal Hilmi. 


What is important io that Chemist ‘Izzat ‘Abbas explained how water is analyzed 

and the eftorts exerted in this regard. He also said that they are now discussing 
the question of treating water with a substance other than chlorine in anticipation 
of any eventuality or emergency. He also said that they are now discussing the 
issue of doing away completely with chemical substances in the water purification 
processes by using mechanical methods and multi-level filters, with the addition 

of very emall quantities of chemicals. They have achieved in this regard very good 
results which will lead to big savings in the future. 


Question to Investment: Is This True? 


it was said at the symposium that a company has been formed in Egypt io imple- 
mentation of the investment law and its privileges to sell bottled sanitary water 
for nearly 25 piasters a bottle. It was also said that this company will do no 
more than use the ordinary drinking water which it will purchase for 12 mils per 
cubic meter and add to it some chemicals, i.e. the bottle will cost it no more than 
2 piasters. The company will then market this water as healthy water instead of 
tap water. Naturally, this commodity will be marketed at the hotels and tourist 
places, and even to individuals. is this true? Wiil they get our water at a very 
cheap price and then make millions in profits at our expense’ If this is true, 
then it [company] must be abolished immediately. If such a commodity is necessary, 
then let the idea be implemented by a company controlled by the water utility, 
provided that it sell the water bottle to the Egyptians for few piasters. In 

any cose, the issue requires a clarification. 


Why Has Faucet Industry Deteriorated? 


"Adil Sayyid, an undersecretary at the Telecommunications Authority, has said: 

"In the past, the faucets were solid. We used to buy the faucet and use it for 

long years before it got damaged. But now the damage occurs quickly. In the past, 
the craftsmanship was good but now cheating is prevalent. What is the reason for 
this poor production even though the state is now the producer or the party super- 
vising the production? Why doesn't the state strengthen its control and supervision 





over all kinds of production so as to protect the consumer, the national economy 

and our national wealth? The state must do this, not only insofar as faucets are 
concerned but also tor all the sanitary appliances and for every commodity, whatever 
it ia, 


Participants in Symposium 

Fyrom Drinking Water Utility: Engineer Tal'at Husayn, chairman of the Board of 
Directors; Engineer Muhammad Khalid, the authority's deputy chairman; Chemist 
‘Ilggat ‘Abbas, the director of research at the authority; and a number of officials 
from the various sectors. 

from Planning: Dr Muhammad Hasan Fajj al-Nur, the deputy minister of planning. 
from Health: Dr Amin al-Jamal, the first undersecretary of the Ministry of Health. 


From Irrigation: Engineer Wajih ‘Abbas Abu-al-'Ata, the first undersecretary of 
the Ministry of Irrigation and cuairman of the irrigation sector. 


Public Figures: Dr Shafiqah Nasir, member of the Consultative Council, a public 
health professor. 


From Local Government: Na'il Su'udi, chairman of the city of Shubra al-Khaymah 
[sic], and Engineer Salib Murqus, director of the Engineering Department. 


From AL=AHRAM: Mahmud Murad, 


8494 
CSO: 4802/566 
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VARTOUS ECONOMIC AFFALRS BEING DISCUSSED 


Cement Shortage 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] Commerce Ministry officials have called for strict actions to be taken 
by revolutionary courts against hoarders and brokers of construction materials. 
It was said in the two-day seminar held to chart a new cemont distribution plan 
and thrash out difficulties present in goods distribution. 


The seminar was convened yesterday when Government Spokesman Behzad Nabavi 

(who is also Minister for Executive Affairs) suggested that the distribution of 
cement and other construction materials be entrusted to the State Economic 
Mobilization Center. 


The seminar is staged at the permanent Exhibitions Grounds. Mahmoud Aminzadeh, 
the internal trade deputy at the Commerce Ministry spoke on the method of healt- 
hening the cement supply system, 


He said: "Our main duties are formation of cooperative networks, nationalization 
of foreign trade and changing the consumption pattern of the country.” 


Sahabi, Managing director of the Commercial Services: Promotion Center and the 
members of the University Crusade presented the difficulties in cement and con- 
struction materials distribution as : inequilibrium between demand and supply, 
lack of planning, inefficient housing plan, presence of various credit channels 
and non-inspection leading to brokers and profiteers to take advantage. 


Nabavi pointed out that the economic plan of the government was to hold the 
purchasing power by keeping wages unchanged, stabilizing prices and keeping con- 
trol over distribution. 
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Diatribution of Commodities 
Tehran TEHRAN TDIES in English 23 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] The Directorate of Commerce in Fast Azgarbaijan yesterday revealed the 
figures of varlous commodities distributed during the second half of the year 
1359, 


The report said that the directorate distributed 9,085,000 kilos of vegetable 
oil, 253 tons of cages, 5,005,853 cartons of different detergent powders and 
61,030,358 kilos of tron to different cooperative stores in the province. 


it added that also in the distribution framework were 3,000 tons of rice, 10 
tons of fieh meat, '00 cartons of tish, 7,000 tons iron, 50,940,000 square 
meters of glass panes, 1,032,000 neo=-phan (compressed wood), 21,000 kilogram 

of welding wire for factories (which had requisitioned) and familiarizing 20,500 
personnel with the aims and goals of the cooperatives. 


Comparison of Roads with Other Countries 





Tehran TEHRAN TIMFS in Enalish 23 Apr 81 p 3 
[Interview with Minister of Roads Mousa Kalantari, date and place not given] 
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COUNTRY LENGTH OP LAND IN CONGESTION OF | POPULATION IN 1,000 
ROAD IN KM | SQ,KMS ROAD 
of 
IRAN 50,076 #1,200,000 4/2 24,000 
AFGHANISTAN | 17,291 647,497 2/7 17,090 
TURKEY 56,642 780,576 7/3 35,232 
THAILAND 20,634 514,000 4 34,380 
PHILIPPINES | 75,724 300,000 25/2 36,850 
GERMANY 440,059 247,973 177/5 59,431 
ITALY 285,318 301,225 94/7 53,667 
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CONSTRUCTLON CRUSADE REPORTS FURTHER PROGRESS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 12 Apr 81 p 2 








[Text] Table No, 9 Hygienic and Therapeutic Activities 
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1, East Azarbaijan 391 30 450 40, 374 9 7 140 
2. West Azarbai jan 208 109 --- 240 9 9 10 43456 
3. Isfahan 11250 153 --- oo- =0 ose 8 5 --- 
4. Llam 203 64 500 --- 210 5 4 --- 
5. Tehran 8100 48 1888 1400 === 56 5 4782 
6. Chahar Mahal 
and Bakhtiari oo 6 ooo “<< 50 2 --- --- 
7. Khorassan 5551 142 7376 9924 125 100 103. 97770 
8. Khuzistan 9 75 20 --- 20 77 49 --- 
9. Zanjan 9474 30 700 120 598 60 20. =—-:15324 
10. Coastal areas --- 8 --- --- ~ oe 47 2 --- 
ll. Seminan 1785 14 220 613 . “<< 2 23289 
12. Sistan and 
Baluchistan --- 4 --- 5 - 13 --- 30 
13. Fars 100 22 242 1650 264 13 7 19760 
14. Kordistan “co Ll coe “= <2 <== 4 --- 
L5. Kerman --- 88 --- --- === 15 56 --- 
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Booyer Ahmad --- 4 --- --- =e 3 l --- 


47 











; q 
, if 
= 
; 2 az 
; Z 6g" 8 
a 7) 4 ¢ 
: & Bk & & wS ge » af 
) oo a) ag oO | ok Cee 
~ u o & < “wf w i 5 =) 
Yo 48 ci, 
s© fg ge g2 a, fs dat 35 
The Reconstruction a 3 x iN F ) o = us ¥ é be 
Crusade # iu > he 5 he > k-| ) ny 5 
The Central Oitice _ 
18, Gilan 7126 24 749 4488 200 13 58 42618 
19, Lorestan 242 l --- 325 15 8 3 cee 
20. Mazandaran 12855 37. —s_ «1401 500 498 73 68 84189 
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22. Hormozgan 91 17 445 --- 83 «= 2 2594 
23. Hamedan 571 6 -<- -<-- 27 10 251 1033 
24, Yazed 5624 18 125 777 868 1.5 43 1940 
TOTAL IN 
THE COUNTRY 65360 1040 14996 24472 4151 572 761 469216 
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SHIPPING, ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS REPORTED 
Increase in Gulf Shipping 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] The security prevailing over the waters of the Persian Gulf and the 
Strait of Hormug is higher more than any other time and the security of the 
international ships which enter the Persian Gulf via the Strait of Hormuz has 
been provided from all points of views, said the Hormuzgan Governor General, 
Hosseinali Azimi. 


Referring to provincial issues, he said that the rate of unloading of goods 
from the ports of Hormuzgan has increased to 22,000 tons daily from 4,000 tons. 


The Governor General, who is curre: tly visiting the Abadan and Khuninshahr 
fronts, said that the Naval and Air Forces were protecting all of the islands 
of Iran and the Strait of Hormuz. 


He added that although the American freight ships which are moving to and fro 
to Bahrain sometimes create problems, still no potential danger threatens the 
Strait of Hormuz. 


Referring to the construction projects of the Province, Azimi said that 4,100 
million rials have been disbursed during the past Iranian year (March 21, 1980 - 
March 20, 1981) to provide welfare for the villages on the islands of the 
Province. 


The Governor General stated that the government has purchased some fishing ships 
worth 400 million rials and will put them at the disposal of the Province's 
fishermen. 

Energy Seminar 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Apr 81 p 2 


[Text] A seminar for investigating new alternative for energy sources opened 
Tuesday at the Nuclear Energy Reserach Center in Tehran. 
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The Opening of the seminar was attended by many university professors, technicians 
and high ranking government offieiala including Prime Minister Rajai, Energy 
Minister Dr Abbaspour and the Head of the Iranian Atomic Energy Organization, 


De Abbaspour in a apeech said that the aims of the universities and industries 
in the past were predicated on increasing dependence on the west. 


He added that all projects being undertaken by Iranian specialist at the present 
were formerly only entrusted to foreign institutes whose work sometimes resulted 
in more harm than good. The Energy Minister also said that the Cultural Revolu- 
tion gave specialists an opportunity to work in the executive and industrial 
inetitutionsa, 


Approval of Many Energy rrojecta 
lehrar TENRAN TIMES in English 23 Apr 81 p 2 


iText) The Supreme Economic Council Tueeday night decided to implement 71 projects 
of the Ministry of Energy with a capital of over Rialse 205.678 million, disclosed 
the prime ministry office. 


The SEC session participated by scores of officials was presided over by Premier 
Mohammadali Rajai and propositions of governmental offices and ministries on 
implementation of development projects were debated upon. 


Pertinent decisions were subsequentiv arrived at, including that of Khorassan's 
regional electricity company, investment of over Rials 205 million for required 
construction and implementation of 71 projects. 


The meeting wae attended by ministers of economy and finance, commerce and 
industries and mines, and work and social affairs. Other participants were 
ministerial adviser and head of the Plan and Budget Organization, deputy of 
oil ministry, and managing director of the Central Bank of Lran. 


Debates and discussions on the projects to meet the current economic and develop- 
mental requirements of the country lasted for about four hours before a series 
of dé Se ttiek ‘ ould be made. 


The meeting approved implementation of developmental plans of a number of major 


companies. The council turther agreed for effecting amendments in loan con- 
tract with Swise Credit Bank on implementation of the power-transfer network in 
the & ‘f the country. 

The SEC also decided to raise for discussion some other propositions of the 
government in its tuture sessions after more investigations are made through the 


concernec Minilet ri«< 
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ISRAEL 


MINISTER OF LNDUSTRY, COMMERCE, TOURISM DISCUSSES ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
fel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 23 Jan 81 p 22 


[interview with Gideon Patt, minister of industry, Commerce, and Touriem and 
chairman of the Eeonomie Cabinet, by Dov Goldstein; date and place not specified] 


[Text| Gideon Patt, the minister of industry, commerce, and tourism who was 
appointed this week as chairman of the Economic Cabinet is as full of plans as is 
pomegranat of seeds, If only some of them are implemented, the Likud government 
wil) add a gem to the crown of ite successes: within 5 months, unt‘l election day, 
far-reaching changes will take place in the economy, and the malignant growth, 
inflation, will be removed from the body of the patient. 


Minister Patt is a very pleasant conversationalist. One can, of course, develop a 
certain degree of doubt about the economic program which he intends to bring to the 
Economic Cabinet since we have all learned from bitter experience. However, one 
cannot deny that Patt speaks with cogent sincerity. Even if the mountain gives 
birth to a mouse, Patt, if he so desires, can claim: they again did not listen 

to Mm... 


[Question] Mr Minister, with the resignation of Yigael Hurwitz, you are the onl) 
senior economic minister left in the cabinet. Is it true that you wanted to be 
appointed minister of finance but the liberal ministers, your fellow party members, 
caused your rejection? 


|Anewer| Good. minister friends, . . there are those of one kind and those of 
another, ‘[t is not a uniform matter. There was perhaps a minister or possibly two 
who undermined me, however it was not this one that made the determination and not 
this one that caused it to be rejected. Nothing caused it to be rejected, Simply 
put, | did not want to be the minister of finance. First of all, as long as 1 and 
one-half years ago, when Fhrlich resigned as minister of finance and the possibility 
arose that | would take this position, I assured my wife in writing that I would 

not accept the position. This is a binding commitment even now to my wife and my 
children, However, it was not just the promise. i myself did not want the position 
because they were talking only of 6 months. I even told the prime minister, long 
before Yoram Aridor was appointed, that I am not a stumbling block and he can 
appoint whomever he wants. 














[QOvestion)] Did you yourself support the candidacy of Mr Saharov’? 


[Amwer}| Yes, | thought that a technocrat like him, who is not vulnerable to the 
pressures of the groupe in Likud and is not « candidate in the next election, would 
be able by virtue of his abilities to serve in this position better than anyone else, 
Had 4 wanted the position for myself, | have no doubt that I would have received 
very broad support in my party. On Priday morning, at a meeting with the prime 
minister, the chief of the Office of the Prime Minister, Mr Kadishai, turned to me 
and said: “You be the minister of finance, and we will finish thie today.” I 

told him that I was not a candidate for the position. I am satisfied with my current 
position, and | have recorded a long series of achievements and successes, Under no 
circumstances would | have agreed to accept the position of minister of finance for 
6 monthe, Lt ie impossible in that time to do much in terms of long-range policy. 
liowever, it ie possible to continue the policy of slowing down and cooling the 
economy, which | have supported in order to reduce inflation. 


Volces trom Herut Which Crated on Our Eare 





|Question) This Sunday the Liberal ministers informed the prime minister that they 
firmly ineiet on their right to put forth the new finance minister on behalf of their 
party. The following day, Monday, you said that “little foxes" have damaged the 
relations between Herut and the Liberals, Are the Liberal ministers little foxes? 


{Answer} No. The Liberal ministers are definitely not little foxes. It was very 
importance to us to hear from the prime minister that the finance portfolio belongs 
to the Liberals. We wanted to ascertain if there is friction in the Herut-Liberal 
relations. We received full satisfaction from the prime minister, and since | did 
not want the position, we made a gesture to the prime minister and we conceded the 
portfolio in favor of Aridor. This was an expression of good partnership. 


{|Question}] Did you have fears that perhaps there was friction in the relations of 
your party with Herut? 


[Anewer] Yes, We heard voices of members of Herut which grated on our ears. 


\Question}] Like, for example, that the Liberals have no public backing and voter 
support, and therefore, you should not be given such significant representation in 
the next Knesset? 


[Anewer| Yes. Comments of this type that Herut was carrying us on its shoulders 

and we had no electoral acking. This has no basis in reality. in a discussion with 
the Herut people who believe this, I told them that the prime minister is also 
carrying them on his shoulders, 


Begin's Comments Satisfied Us 


[Question] This creates equality between the Liberals and Herut, that the prime 
minister is carrying both on his shoulders, . . 


[Answer] The Liberals bring to the Likud votes from electorate sectors who, without 
the partnership with us, would not vote for the Likud. We have heard the prime 
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minister say precisely and explicity: "As long as we are part of the Herut Move- 
ment, the GANAL [Nebrew acronym for Herut=Liberal Bloc] will only be changed by 
bilateral agreemen:," 


[Question| How will you react if Herut will not want to give you such a significant 
representation in the lists of candidates, as has been the case up to now? 


|Answer) | do not want to boast, but because of the location of the Liberal Party 
between lierut and the Alignment, we have open options, We are not interested in 
making use of them, but if someone wante to change the GAHAL agreement unilaterally, 
he will find us prepared to draw the practical lessons from the options which are 
open to us, The Liberals are not like poor people at an entrance knocking on the 
doors of Nerut. If we feel that we are not wanted, not by the marginal elements in 
Herut but by the important and decision-making ones, we will noc remain in GAHAL 
and the Likud even one day, suspended like a etone around the neck of Herut, We 
left the meeting with the prime minister with a feeling of complete confidence in 
the readiness of both eides to maintain the existing partnership. 


[Question] Pven if the matter is in no law or regulation, It is only natural and 
logical that the tinance minister serve as the chairman of the Economic Cabinet and 
indeed, this is the way it alwaye has been. Does the fact that you have been 
appointed to this position reduce the status and authority of the new minister of 
finance’ Would vou, for example, have agreed to be appointed minister of finance 


at the time when another minister was serving in your place as chairman of the Economic 
Cabinet? 


[Anewer| Two years before the election, under no circumstances would I have agreed 
not to be appointed head of the Economic Cabinet, however for a period of 6 months, 
had i been in Aridor's place, | would have definitely taken advantage of the 
experience of a person like me, For 3 and one-half years | was the regular substitute 
for the finance minister, If you combine all the periods then | was serving as 
finance minister, it would come to 7-8 months. Since there is not an iota of concern 
about competition between us or an attempt to clip wings, the combination which the 
prime sinister thought about is a very positive one. We will collaborate. There is 
no reduction in the status and authority of the finance minister. 


[Question] Lt was agreed that the finance minister would work “in full cooperation," 
in the language of the decision, with the Liberal ministers. This is an unprecedented 
decision, Why precisely with the Liberal ministers’? Are you in charge of the econoay 
in the cabinet? Is he exempt from the obligation to cooperate with the other 
ministere’ 





[Anewer| This is «a worthless, literal, perfunctory decision. Perhaps they wanted 
to use thie to pacify several of the Liberal ministers. What does it mean? Will 
there henceforth be two categories of ministers in the cabinet’? Will the minister 
of finance have to cooperate with us and not with Yigael Yadin? And not with Arik 
Sharon? Perhaps they wanted to soften the slap in the face to the Liberal minis- 
ters who were of fended--but it has no real value, The minister of finance and I 
will consult with all members of the [Economic] Cabinet and, as warranted, with ell 
the members of the cabinet, and we will endeavor to cooperate fully with them. 
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{Question} Does Yoram Aridor's Hietadrut background repel the Liberale? Are you 
concerned that he will adopt a policy contrary to the Liberal economic doctrine? 


[Anewer] No, | have no such coneern, If I did, I would not have supported his 
candidacy, On moat of the issues which we discussed during the last 3 and one-half 
years, a commanality of opinion prevailed between us, and we were not on opposite 
sides of the barrier, 


[Question] Were the other Liberal ministers perhaps concerned? 


[Anewer| Perhaps, in 6 months one cannot change the waye of the world, In his 
economic views, Yoram Aridor is closer to me than a number of the Liberal ministers. 





[Question] In order to buy friends and to improve the Likud's prospects in the 
election there is a danger that in the few months until the people go to the polls, 
you wil! conduct an “election economy,” the primary purpose of which is to get in 
the pood graces of the citizens by introducing Large sums of money and creating the 
illusion of prosperity, Will you do this, 


|Anewer| No, If this te the claim, it can be said that we hav® conducted an 
“election economy" from the day we came into power: the social laws which we passed 
the updating of the welfare and children's appropriations, the tax reforms, our 
regular tendency not to make the tax burden heavier~-we did all of these things long 
before the election, not within the framework of an “election economy," but in accord- 
ance with the needs of the economy and the public good. Those in the opposition who 
claim that we will conduct an “election economy" are drawing a parallel from their 
experience, from the wav that they conducted themselves in the pre-election periods. 
We will not take this course of action, 


[\Queetion| Do you believe that in the few months until the election it is possible 
to stop the inflation? How do you do this? Do you subsidize all the commodities, 
including gasoline, by printing tens of billions of shekels? 


‘Anewer) tt te definitely poseible, and we will do it. The inflation will be 
stopped and will be reduced very significantly, 


[Question] Like the previous promises? 


jAmewer} No. Like the present promise, We have already begun to stop the inflation, 
and the results have proven themselves by the moderate increase in December 1980. 

| am not a fanatic of the school which maintains that the secret of inflation is in 
the national budget and the controlled flow alone. Alongside the controlled economy 
in Israel there is an uncontrolled economy, which stems from the black capital which 
can be found in enormous sums in the pockets of citizens of the state. This black 
capital accrued during the 30 years of the Alignment's administration as a result 

ot mismanagement of the economy. The biggest mistake that this government has made 
in the economic area is that it did not back Finance Minister Ehrlich when he wanted 
the enactment of a law to whiten the capital. Had it acted with wisdom and agreed 

to this law, it would have been possible to remove from the inflation cycle a 
substantial segment of the reasons causing it. For many nonths I argued with Finance 
Minister Hurwitz against the system of raising prices proposed by the government. 


54 











Now is the Time to Stop the Frengy of Prices 
[Question| The alternative is massive subsidization. . . 


[Anewer| Yea, I support subsidization not as a long-term way of life but rather 
for a limited period of time, to dalm the economy and cool it off in order to return 
to economic tranquility, 


Now is the time to stop the frenzy of prices, When the government increases the 
price of frozen poultry, the price of candles also increases, When it increases 
margarine, flowers iso go up in price, Everything gets ewept along by the waves 

of increases and a psychosis of price increases is created. There will now be a 
period of moderation in the increase of commodities initiated by the government, We 
will subsidize commodities, There will be no increases in the prices of gasoline, 
frozen poultry, meat, bread, oil, milk and dairy products, public transportation, 
and so forth, All of this along with a scrictness that the etructure of public 
expenditure is scrupulously maintained and does not erupt. 


{Question| What do you estimate the inflation will be in the coming months according 
to the subsidization program? 


[Answer] Four to 5 percent a month! Seventy-five to 80 percent a year! No more! 
{Question] And this will cost tens of billions... 


[Answer] Yes. And | don't consider this a tragedy. Even when the index rises from 
non-subsidization, it costs the government dearly, The government owes the public 

i trillion pounds in bonds (ILl trillion). Every increase of 10 percent in the 
index increases the government debt by 100 million pounds. Instead of increasing 
the debt, we will subsidize the commodities and the transportation, and the infla- 
tion will be stopped, 


[Question] What is your opinion of tle tension, attributed to Finance Minister 
Aridor, to prevent the acceleration in the cevaluation of the shekel against the 
dollar and European currency, and how is this done? 


[Answer] As long as no other way is found to guarantee the profitability of export, 
we must operate in accordance with the current formulas and even they do not provide 
expert with full compensation for inflation, Even today there is a gap of 15 to 20 
percent between the dollar prices end the height of the intiation. The exporter can 
still live with this gap. If the gap increases, they will stop producing for export, 
The absorption ability of the local market is limited, and the result will be very 
large unemployment in a short period of time, 





{Question} And there is no way to compensate the exporter and prevent the devalua- 
tion of the shekel which adversely affects the prices of imported commodities? 


[Answer] We must not return to the system of direct incentives for the exporter. 


However, it is possible to give the exporter a rate guarantee which will assure him 
of a suitable return, If we do this, the exporter will receive a suitable return 
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for hie commodities, and it will be poesible co prevent the accelerated devaluation 
of the shekel, 


Value Added Tax and Stopping the Inflation 


{Question} Do you support the other intention, attributed to Mr Aridor, to pay 
workers a 100 percent cost-of-living increase? 


[Anewer}] industry would be unable to endure this without the establishment of 
apectal arrangements, If the excitement of the Etgiyoni report had not jumped on 
us, Hurwite and | would have been close to the implementation of the following 
decision, To pay the workers a fixed 5 percent cost-of-living increase per month, 
The determining principle will be that workers will be paid a full 100 percent 
cost-of-living increase, If the inflation only m ves to 80 percent, as we project 
at the time of the subsidization and the abstention from government-initiated price 
increases, a 5 percent cost-of-living increase per month would cover all the price 
increases and keep the inflation at 100 percent. If it becomes evident that the 
increases are more than 5 percent per month, the monthly cost-of-living increase 
will lag behind the inflation. For this purpose, a correlation apparatus would be 
established, ‘Twice a month, once every 6 months, it would return to the workers 
the differences over and above that which they received in the monthly 5 percent 
cost-of-living increase, 


When the cost-of-living increase is paid to the workers every 3 months like now, 
both the worker and the employer suffer. For the worker, the value of his money is 
eroded, For the employer, the accrued burden is heavy, Ii will now bring this 
proposal to the Economic Cabinet in conjunction with the minister of finance. 


[Question] What is your opinion about the proposal to block an increase in the 
price of gasoline but to increase the value added tax rates on all the goods and 
services in the economy? 


[Anewer] If there is an equitable tax, the value added tax is the most equitable 
one, It is a tax on expenditure and not on income, Whoever needs more pays more. 
However, at a time when we want to stop the inflation, increasing the value added 
tax is a negative action. An increase of one percent in the value added tax causes 
an increase of 2 and one-half percent in inflation already in the first round. In 
Britain the value added tax was raised from 8 to 14-percent, and the result was 

that the inflation jumped from 8 to 20 percent. An increased value added tax 
strikes expecially at the lower income groups and the large families. It is also 
for this reason thet 1 do not see a time suitable for increasing the value added tax. 


Regarding gasoline, we should continue at this stage to sell gasoline to the various 
customers at the cucrent price and not increase it without the connection with an 
increase in the value added tax. The government now provides gasoline from the 
existing storage tanks. [It can be said to its credit that in the last 3 years the 
government has doubied the storage tanks and the quantity of gasoline in then, 
Although the gasoline which the government is now purchasing is more expensive, the 
citizens of Israel are injoying a low price for gasoline which the government has 
acquired at lower prices. The public must be asked to pay more for expensive 
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gasoline which the government is now purchasing. However, for the gasoline which is 
in the storage tanks, there is no reason for tie public to pay more, 


Such a policy will dovetail with the intention to significantly lower the fnflation 
rates, Gasoline is the basis for all the price increases, and if ite price is raised, 
there is no possibility of stopping the inflation and reducing it. 
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PERSLAN GULF AREA 


ABU DHABI SYMPOSIUM DISCUSSES EFFECTS OF OLL ON SOCIETY 


Paria AL=NAHAR AL~'ARAB!L WA AL=DUWAL | \rable 26 Jan 81 pp 39,40 
[Article by '.R.: “The Abu Dhabi Con © Diseusses the Social Repercussions 
of tts O11 Wealth and che O11 Situatio the Mind of the Arabs" | 


[Text] Last week Abu Dhabi witnessed some notable activity in the area of search- 
ing for means to correet the influences that ofl has had on the Life of society in 
the oil-producing countries which are dependent upon their sudden and newly- 
emerged wealth, Abu Dhabi was the place where the third session of the Council of 
Ministers of Labor and Secital Affairs of the Arab Gulf Countries was held. At the 
same time, a symposium was held which dealt with ofl and social change in the Arab 
World, The symposium was run by the Arab Planning Institute in Kuwait and the 
Arab Education, Culture, and Sciences Organization, with the participation and 
cooperation of the various ministries concerned. 


It was inevitable that there would be a disparity in how these two activities 


turned out. fhe ministerial session was devoted mainly to making decisions which 
were mostly of an organizational and bureaucratic nature. It avoided dealing with 
the real problems whi the Gulf ofl countries suffer from such as the problem of 


the foreign labor force which is largely non-Arab, the social repercussions caused 
by this labor force, and possible means of dealing with this problem. And the 
thing is that this is a problem which touches the very core of these countries’ 
existence as Arab ountries: 


Hut the svmpostum i t with (l and social change proceeded, in an academic 
fashion, to discu som e repercussions which the oil wealth of the Gulf 
countries has had on their socleties. Some of the studies presented at the sym- 


posium closed part of the huge gap which exists in scientific studies made con- 


cerning the effect of oil and sudden oi! wealth on Arab society. 


The agenda of the ministers’ conference included a study of the situation of the 
social welfare institut ; in the Arab Gulf countries and the role of these insti- 
tutions in serving Gulf Arab society. The objective of this study was to 

tormulate a uniform poli T rding to which these institutions would perform 
their services, T' 1genda also included a study of the status of workers’ social 
services in the Gul ountrtles and efforts ¢t improve the living standard of the 
workers in order to raise production. here were also other articles on the agenda 


of an administrat ive nature, 








The conterence devoted special atte .cion to Che development of human resources, 

it referred the plain for the initial etudy which Iraq had suggested concerning 
setting up an Arab inatitute for craining instructors for vocational training 
centers to the member states [attending the conference] for them to study this 
plan and give thelr opinions concerning it. The same was done with the plan con- 
cerning the inatructora training inatituce to be set up in Tripoli (Libya) which 
was submitted by the Arab Labor Organization, Moat of the decisions which the 
conference emerged with concentrated on administrative matters such as the choice 
of a motto for the GCouneil of Gulf Ministers of Labor and Social Affairs, comple- 
tion of the study of the aituacton of the sectal welfare institutions and their 
role in serving society in the Gulf countries, endeavors to develop adwinistrative 
bodies, designing of m ‘ern buildings for the social welfare inatitutions, having 
the census bureaus in « member countries include, in their comprehensive popula- 
tion census forma, questions concerning social matters, the answers to which 

could provide information that would constitute a basis for future planning. 


During their 3 days of meetings, those who attended the conference discussed a 
study which dealt with establishing a 5-year plan for social and labor-related 
research similar to the 5-year plan for social cesearch. The areas and activities 
concerned were: 


l. The necessity of channeling the benefit derived from foreign expertise in such 
a way that it is guaranteed to be used, to the greatest extent possible, to serve 
the needs of the Gulf and to train native workers, and in accordance with definite 
time frames, 


2. Using as a guide the provisions stipulated in the Arab labor agreements in 
order to achieve \rab integration in both economic and social fields, 


3, Endeavoring to classify jobs and to establish a uniform guide for such job 
and vocational classification chroughout the Gulf countries. 


4. Aiding women and urging them to hold jobs in order to provide Gulf society 
with additional human work resources. But this has to be done on the basis of 
Arab values and on the basis of the spirit of Islamic law so that women may pre- 
serve their honor and so that the family may preserve its existence. 


5. Increasing support for the actual cooperation which exists in the field of 
vocational training. 


6. Taking an interest in the processes of scientific research. 


7. Taking an interest in comparative studies in the field of labor legislation 
in the member states. 


The lraqt delegation, headed by Bakr Muhammad Rasul, minister of labor and social 
affairs, brought up the question of the foreign labor force. Mr Rasul pointed 
out that Iraq has taken special care to have Arab workers from other countries 
settle in and take the place of the foreign [non-Arab] workers, concerning whom 
all possible measures should be taken to Limit their numbers. He said that this 
must be done in order to preserve the higher national interests of the Arab Gulf 
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region which ia distinguished by the tact chat it isa of extreme economic impor- 
tance and that it is in a strategic and vital location, 


However, the others showed no intereat in thie issue, lt was avoided by the other 
delegations, whose countries suffer from this problem most of all. More than one 
Gulf Arab country has foreign non-Arab workers who outnumber the native inhabi- 
tants, This has begun to threaten the Arab identity of these countries, especially 
in cases where political pressures exist, the winda of which do not appear to be 
far away trom the Gulf area, 


'hia potnt which ts important in the life of the Gulf countries was dealt with 
more extensively in the symposium concerning oil and social change. It was re- 
ferred to in a number of the studies which were submitted to the symposium, These 
etudies dealt with five principal topics, which were: 


i. The intended results and the unforeseen effects of the flow of oil [in the 
Gulf}. 


2. The population change caused .y this flow of oil. 
1, The effects which ofl have had on the Arab family. 


4. The effeet which ofl has had on the Arab personality as a whole, and on Arab 
women in particular. 


5. The effeet of oil on food and nutrition in the Arab world, as well as changes 
in patterns of spending. 


One of the important studies submitted concerning the foreign labor force issue 
was a study presented by Dr Nadir Firjani, an expert from the Arab Planning Insti- 
tute in Kuwait. The subject of the study was "Oil and Population Change in the 
Arab World." The study dealt with both oil-producing countries and non-oil- 
producing countries. The figures which the researcher cited, and which are from 
the year 1975, indicate, for example, that the percentage of native inhabitants-- 
as opposed to outsiders--among the people Living in the UAE was 36.1 percent. In 
Oatar this percentage was 38 percent, and in Saudi Arabia it was 73 percent. This 
shows the predominance of the non-local element in the smaller Gulf countries due 
to the emall size of the [native] work force in these countries which cannot 
respond to the needs of sudden economic expansion and development. 


The researcher also cites that fact the increase in popuistion in the UAE, during 
the last few vears, has been 17 percent. This increase, of course, is attributable 
to immigration and naturalization and sot attributable to new births. What this 
means is that the baste increase in population is that of the foreign element 


which, in most cases, consists of non-Arabs. 


Several other studies were also presented to the symposium. They concentrated on 
the sudden disturbance in numerous aspects of the Life of society, not only in the 
oil-producing countries, but also in the other Arab countries which have been 
affected by oil (such as the countries which export workers--the chief of these 
beine Egypt). 








Some of these studles brought out the fact that the development of Arab human 

resources ts lagging behind « wnomte development, They emphasized that oil has 
not helped to develop educational systems and that, eo far at least, it has not 
contributed toward changing the role of women in the structure of Arab society, 


During the diseusstonsa which went on, ‘Abd al-Malik al-Humr said: "We should 
put oll in the veins of Arab culture and in the arteries of Arab minds." Perhaps 
this summarizes the state of total separation between economic growth, on the one 
and, and soeclal and intellectual growth, on the other hand, which has existed 

up till today in the Arab world, And this fact is reflected in the imbalance 
which exists in the overall development of Arab society as a whole, 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


REGIME MAKES TENT? , CONCESSIONS TO DEMOCRACY 
Beirut AL-HURRTY/ ) Arabic 24 Mar &1 p 39 


/Article: "The Co sultative Council -- How It Is Becaning Reality'/ 
/Text/ About a year has passed since the ruling regime in Saudi Arabia made prar 
ises which camutted it to establish a consultative council and a district sys- 
tem. ‘Those were all appraised at the time by national powers as measures which, 

if rea’ly applied, would serve to impart cosmetic touches to the ruling regime and 
nothing more == at a time when a mass movement which rejected the continued plat- 
farm of corrupt power was crystallizing. 


The question which raises itself among people following the situation in Saudi 
Arabia is why there has been a retreat fram these promises, in spiteof the qreat 
media propaganda and tumult which accampanied then. 


It has been noted that these drafts are interconnected. The ideas have penetrated 
the hallways of the ruling family and the proceedings of its periodic meetings, 

the latest of which was held in the spa of al-Ta'if last August; however, serious 
obstacles stand in the way of the consummation of these statutes (laws). These 
obstacles may be attributed to the disputes which exist among the various wings 

of the ruling family. The regime's constitution must contain a major article on 
the succession to the kingship. Some blocs /in the fami ly/ insist on adhering to 
the tradition followed in assigning sensitive positions in the government accord- 
ing to the factor of age (the oldest and youngest) which has existed since the es- 
tablishment of the Saudi state, regardless of the qualifications a given prince 
may possess. This is the significance of the fact that King Khalid is king of the 
country whereas Prince Fahd stands as the strong man of the regime. The insistence 
by such blocs, which are led by Prince ‘Abdallah ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, head of the 
‘lational Guard, on this point arises from the desire to guarantee the succession in 
the event King Khalid dies and Prince Fahd is installed as king of the country. 
The tendencies which call for succession by quaiifications and not by age are aimed 
at removing Prince ‘Abdallah ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz and having the succession devolve on 
Prince Sultan ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz, the minister of defense and aviation, who is from 
Fahd's group. 


AS a consequence of this dispute, these draft laws have been paralyzed. In addi- 
tion, that has been the main reason behind postnonement of the retirement of King 
Khalid, which is urgently raised fram time to time according to fresh circumstances 
in the country, balances in the existing situation and variables that arise in the 
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situation. King Khalid's survival at the present time is tentamount to a safety 
valve preventing the outbreak of the strug les going on among the various wings 
of the ruling family. 


The Masses Are on the Side of Demecracy 


Another obstacle of great siqnificance has prevented the consummation of these 
"legal" drafts; this is the mood of the masses, which one can sense in the pages 
of the Local news,apers. Many of these opinions hold that the council should be 
elected, that women should be given the freedan to vote, and so forth, and this has 
prampted officials to susper: this opinion-taking, indeed to avoid this issue en- 
tirely. 


If we disrejard what is goire) on in the wings of the ruling family ami its dis- 
putes on the manner in which the Consultative Council or other laws should take 
form, it is clear that mass disapproval has unic.btedly prompted the regime to 
proceed to take difficult steps, which have been embodied in the release of most 
political prisoners tram the jails andi detention camps in Saudi Arabia. 


That is a concession which is not negligible and is not commonplace in the case of 
a vicious repressive regime which rules with a backward mentality through methods 
that go back to the middle ages. However, there was no way to avoid the 

ments in the political situation following the historic events which occurred in 
1979, The perseveronce of the detainees, the series of strikes they declared in 
the cell blocks, and the mass movement's solidarity with the detainees through de- 
monstrations, the brandishing of political slogans like “the prisoners are on 
everyone's conscience" and the formation of people's delegations to meet officials 
in the goverrment -- in addition to the movement of solidarity with the noble na- 
tional forces in the world which joined ranks with the oppressed people -- all 
are major factors. 


Tn an attempt to co-opt popular resentment and avoid a growing crisis in the situa- 
tion, as part of the calculations within the regime itself and its blatant retreat 
from the pramises it made in order to embellish its ugly face, the regime was com- 
pellet to offer this comeession in the wake of the first anniversary of the glor- 
ious November upheaval an” the events in the holy shrine of Mecca in particular. 
This important step did .ot came about as the result of a general amnesty “his 
majesty” issued to gain the affection of the people, or on the occasion of an an- 
nual celebration, to make the regime appear tolerant toward the people -- rather, 
it came as the result of pressure fram a movement which arose basically fram the 
masses, because it was a gain which the masses of the people and their national 
forces had realized and was a prominent landmark along the road of national strug- 
gle toward the aaqiisition of greater and greater gains and pushing the movement 
forward toward change step by step. 


The Role of the National Forces 
As an important indicator on top of the ones which have appeared on the scene of 


the struggle in Saudi Arabia, we might mention here the positive steps which have 
recently been made in the context of the coalescence of efforts of the national 
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vei orowresasi ea av Uy oconeraticon i! beal’ of forming a broad mtional 
freunyt In thie field, the Cammunist Party in Saudi Arabia, alongside the other m- 
tion! torces, |} paced in an UNrG@RIttLng | rugg ie to mobilize all forces and 

oawers about the mission of ending the phenamena of absolute rule which are linked 
to world imperialian and ite monopoly canpanies in faver of the esta’! shment of a 
lemocratic national reyime which will express the interests of the m.jority of the 


wWhSe; f the perce le 


The etate of incroasine mage unheaval an! re‘ection demands that more attention be 
levoted to aspect f organizational ard political action anon; the masses, It 
also demarcie the unity of all nable national am! democratic forces in our country 

on 4 twee of revolutionary strucale ant caeon canative solidarity. A gure gv \ran- 
teo and effective factor will thus be provided to impose serious changes on the 

ioe lite wal political system, which is suffering fram a deep political crisis 

now twat te so base has narrows’ ar! larce seaments of the tribes, which had 
historicall, been considere! amon the most important buttresses for the survival 

of the ruling rerime an! the recime's first reserve, have moved over to the opposi- 


ti 

In brief, any change which occurs may sometimes appear to be the labor pains of 
struco les amor: ings of the ruling family, but the reality behind this change in 
the mentali' ust tly latform of the Saudi suthoritities must lie first am last 
im tiv ere ls f the masses of the people am their active national forces, be- 


fore whar lie the objective resources to advance to the level of the requirements 


of the political system and the fresh circumstances of the country. 











SAUDI ARABIA 


AIR FORCE INSTITUTE CURRICULUM ACHIEVEMENTS EXTOLLED 


liddah ‘'KAZ in Arabic 6 \pr Sl p 2 


/Avticle by Hazza' Muhammad al-iiazza'; “Report: The Technical Studies Institute 
Is a Reflection of the Achievements of Our Air Force’ 


/Text/ Sinee this country was united by his late majesty King 'Abd-al-'Aziz (may 
Ged give him peace), it was necessary in view of the enlarged area of the country 
anid the fact that it is considered a center of the Islamic world, for his majesty 
ami his noble sons who followed him, through a penetrating gaze and a balanced ap- 
praisal of matters, to set their sights on means for defending an! protecting the 
broad territory of the country, in view of the role which aircraft played in World 
War Two. 


Therefore, peaple's attention turned to the need to prepare technical staffs in 
the form of domestic pilots and technicians. For this purpose, the Airplane Ac- 
tivity School wes established in Dhahran in 1948 and after that was transformed 
into the Air Corps Technical School; at that time the number of students in it 
did not exceed 190. Then it evolved into the Technical Air Force Institute in 
the ear of Faisal, may God have mercy on him. It is now known as the Institute of 
Technical Studies. 


Since the Institute of Technical Studies is a vital base for graduating scientifi- 
cally ami technically qualified young men, it was only necessary that we shed 
light on this important, vital installation and learn about tle institute's re- 
sources ard goals. 


A Meeting took place with Air Col 'Abd-al-'Aziz Hunaydi, commander of the institute, 
who jJescribed matters an! /responded to/ inquiries preoccupying people concerned 
with the situation and our ambitious young men. 


Reliance on the Institute 


At the beginning of the conversation Col Hunaydi said "The Saudi air force totally 
lepends on this institute and the contribution it makes in qualifying numbers of 
youn] people in competence in this field. Our young people's acceptance of the 
institute is to some extent satisfactory but we are hoping for more participation 
from our young people in enrolling in the corps, which is important to them and 
their country. The institute assigns graduates to air bases spread about in all 
areas of the kingicm. Same of them are appointed lecturers in the institute and 
mary instutute craduates have been given vital positions in the air force." 
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"The recent: OT i¥ netitube was tmeacear 4 yYaaré ao pul AOC ap Lance of the insti- 
tute on the part yw young people has no» aen in tanaible fashion, This my 

be ascribed to the decree by His Ilighness Prince Sultan ibn ‘Abdeal-'Aziz, the mini e- 
ter of defense ar! aviction, whic ‘led for a prohibition on sending missions ab- 
road, especial rw that the institute's resources have evolved an it has been 
provided with eve.y requ Tet mn the form of training an! work equipment. This 
decrees etimuilate’ students and resulted in wir in rease’ receptivity to the insti- 
tuts 


The Training VEte 


Oil ua" ' , “in vie : Air OTe uA te: ay ’ siqned tS air 
b was n " , w + | i" te ] ary nmainter cP, “ry et : he i aif) MY sve tet consists of for= 
iqners, whan we Gao not nee in the bases Prominent etudents are also appointed 


as iecturers the inetitite. 


' wy it ry eroliment are at ti ’ ' , rationality, have 

woultred forth. ite wang tere pe mt ore than 24 years 

f a riunient: ry thy eritute receiv ) m™! Wition to cloth- 

~ ' wi} ' wOncuns. 

f¢ter ara e) madents are ast oo . x of sergeant at a salary of 
risevia. 1) efudente are eant me abroad to take training 

course: uw raduatee a en tami.’ oqusin r ™ . ereone and furnished 


’ te i ’ che most modern in the 
mn. . wit ie? ase to 1,800 in 
‘ . | , the maintenance 
+ ' Cc. Ww a oT. 1t a cost of 120 


, a ates , hue * interests 
| nadie orts center which 
' . rs . ;' , ' . e special attention 
e most important 
, 7 ro» nis e held between the 
weet? a ) . wimming pool and 
anart , tucents to 


a ‘ > : x ntests, in 


























ars) ite repr eponta Lives 
in order to infor youry poaple about these acoanp 


1 for my part call upon our young men to join these 
the scholarly quali fications that will 


tahoe mart in tren, ineti tutes, 
whieh will polish their akille and give them 


enable them to serve their country.” 
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SAUDL ARABIA 


VARIOUS FOOD PROCTSSING, STORAGE PROJECTS REVIEWED 
Riyadh AL-RIYAI Arabic 13 Ary Al » & 


/Article by 'Abd-al-<Muhein ale’urshid: "Numerous Grain Silo and Flour Mill Pro- 


Text The General Grain Silo and Flour Mill Oreanization is 4 government organiza- 
tion: it was etabliaehei for the sake of the citizens’ welfare and comfort, proceed- 
ny from the premise of alleviating their cares by providing the basic needs which 

‘ ; i. 7~ | by ‘ a ; ss w = eat ary? s ’ 

m tamaiy in Go with . Among these needs are acral im fiour, The silos supply 
fficient period so that mo citizen will be campelled to 
store this campolity or buy it on the black market. 
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Perhaps an important thim in this report is Eng ‘Abd-al-Rahman Mahmud Da'ud's dis- 
cussion on the grain sil xi mills on which work will soon be campleted in Khamis 
Mushayt, and the fact that the goverrment defrays severel times the actual price of 
the commality these silos produce and store. In general, this dialogue with the 
assistant ceneral manager of the General Grain Silo and Flour Mill Organization 
raises more than one significant point. iere is the text of the conversation: 


Ouest What are the General Ain Ss arc’ Flow Miil Oraanization projects 


- J » 

th | A What are the orcanization'’s intentions or expancing some existing pro- 
So *< re rr 4 

J ; 


. . >, =, » % ,% — . o> ‘ +. 
‘Ny awe? © Ger | Great Ld m Fiow Mili anization has recently made con- 


l. > 5 ij 14 ; ron ryaehno Lc ein , ACK: nord j wits ore eacr in Riyadh, al-Dammam 


md Ji it total f roughly 25 million riyals. Their construction is 
nearinc ‘lose in thr ise of the Rivadh and al-—Dammam projects ard construction 
on the J wh project ' be campleted in December 195] 


2d. TT ons truct I ti ‘ L} . vadh project to process 420 tons of 
rain a day atac xf 66 million rivals; work on this will end in late 1981, 
when the total camacity of the Rivadh project, with its three mills, will thus came 
to 960 tons a day, meeting the Central Province's recuirerents for flour reinforced 
with vitamins and iron to raise its food value ami provide good nutritious food for 
the citizens. 

















), Expansion of the existing ol-Qusaym silos by increasing their storage capacity 
fram 20,000 to 60,000 tons to cope with the anticipated expansion in local wheat 
output as a result of the policy of buying wheat at high incentive prices amounting 
to about six times those of the imported wheat, 


With the construction of a mill processing 2/0 tons a day, a fodder plant producing 
25 tons per hour, arc a plant to clean farmers' wheat seeds witha capacity of 9 tons 
per hour to meet the requirements of the al-Ousaym and Ha'il areas, the total cost 
of the project will came to 241 million riyals, aside from the consulting fee and 
construction supervision costs. Work on it will end in January 1983, 


4. Expansion of the existing silos at Khamis Mushayt by increasing their storage 
capacity fram 20,000 to 40,000 tons. Total cost of the expansion will cam to 
bout 16 million riyals and work on the silos will be canpleted in mid-1981. The 
youl of this project is to encourage local wheat farming an’ to purchase wheat from 


farmers at incentive prices. 


5. Also in regard to Khamis Mushayt, the organization has set out competitive bids 

“tong international firms for the construction of a mill with a capacity of 300 tons 
a day ant a fodder mill producing 12 tons per hour alonj with auxiliary facilities, 

so that this expansion, alon with the Khamis Mushayt silos, will constitute an in- 

tegrated industrial canpiex. 


This is on top of the projects for housing and the social activity center for the 
employees of the Riyadh project, which will have total costs of about 21 million 
rivals, and other expansions unjer study. 


The Price Differential 


/Question/ What is the significance of the lines to produce smal] packages which 
are being addedi to the projects, as far as the consumer is concerned? 


/Answer/ The organization is now producing 45-kilogram flour sacks for commercial 
Xonsumption by bakeries, confectioneries, hotels, restaurants and so on. Produc- 
tion costs are several times greater than the set flour sales price, and the govern- 
nent defrays the cost differential as a subsidy on its part so that flour can be 
accessible to every person in this country, out of concern that there be a response 
in the form of Limited household use, since families generally do not use up the 
oresent packs jes at the appropriate time and this exposes them to waste and conse- 
quently the loss of the subsidy. Also, the consumer might be compelled to buy im- 
sorted flour in small packages, in spite of its high price or indeed the poor qual- 
ity of same types of it or its exposure to the effects of storage. The organiza- 
tion has resorted to constructing lines to package small bags in order to respond 
to household recmuirements for good recently-milled flour at prices subsidized by 


the government. 


Por International Bidding 


/‘Jaestion/ What are the stages of construction of the Khamis Mushayt silo and 
frain mill project? Will it be opened soon: 











Answer is clear fram the answer to the * rst question, work on the Khamis 

Mushayt Silos wili be con leted in mid-1981, The mille and fodda plant construc=- 
tion has been offered tor international ten'’+r and the date for issuing the awards 
is coming Cue, oriol of roughly 2 and a half years has been estimated for con- 


Question/ What is the purchase price for local wheat? Has there been an increag 
‘wastes fron farmers? 


Answer The purchase prices of local wheat from farmers has been set at 3,5 riyals 
per kilogram, which is to be considered a hich incentive price several times greater 
tnan *oat if imported wheat; the goal is to encourace farmers to increase the arena 
farme] with wheat ani raise their stamflar’ of living. This policy has met with a 
continuous success represente’ by the increase in the volume of sales to silos which 
multiplis | since this policy was first adopted. The silos have coped 
with this } the expansions in al-<Ousaym and Khamis Mushayt which we have discussed, 
ina ' to other anticipated expansions, especially in the Riyadh silos. So 
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Tal t! ha » bes mM inereases in the Ssurcnase price. 
we aalei ‘Wt if ; Pa Ory ral rGal 1 2A? ior ’ c . ] ‘7 ‘ oO? ‘ he Omir year? 
Ti he or zation has expansion plans for the establishment of new pro=- 
ct ry? tt mons) ~*~ Tuture provectcs. The oranization has Lncorporated these 
, t budget for next year, which has not yet been approved. 


’ j ni i | » C ] ( | 3 ta ] ' eS S i nice j t was fj rst 
ry ct, but, wit from almighty God and the sup- 
reoura mnt of est jovermment, it nas been able to overcome 





UNLTED ARAB EMIRATES 


\etiel » Shakir al-Jawhari: "Next UAE Government Under Chairmanship of Maktum 
ibn | hid: Four inistel | Port ios Will Remain Vacant ntil 2 December; 

abinet Crisis i -ter istitution risi whi id al-Suwaydi \esign,; 
Refuse To Give 

Up Their Sima neice in interest o l nion Entity; One Ruler: Our Emirates 
Ar mh te rate Amey LA! ntel ctuals: With Democracy, We Will 
vercom itierel lers: Parliamentary Experience in Kuwait Is Model to 
Which Th Aspir rad is Ruin Lillian trong Pri riticism; VAE Offers 
servis t imu Ca res na lran Ha: r . Disagreements Between 
Rar il-Khavm! ini man ropuiar®r rropa;s inda’ Mobil ition on Arabism of [slands"] 
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\} habi- r important mini riai pori Lj in tn At will remain 
i he ’ rreni ut ' : i ire the Ministries of 
ts mnit: abi’ Khalifah al-Suwaydi, the 
- at eigt rs. | ) ignation at the beginning 
€ la ~ nd | ¥ natiol rt isistence of the minister 
whi nte ’ r i vk d ibt ultan, the head of 


t tion 4 t tl ation inister because ale 

Wwe for man, n ith the rulers 

_ pillars on which the 1c has been established, 
‘ th Shavkh ; lavecd a maior I during the Long and concerted 
ontact ind meetings Which led to the reation of the stat t the United Arab 
t ecember 1971, ing ' , mta ind negotiations, al-Suwaydi 

mmong the ruler ff the seven 
ew i t ani hi perience, | . ick ¢ ne and initiative, fhe 

nan erfor me ene! inc determination 
ifter ' niot n thet m emerged between 








Shaykh “ayid's contidence in al-Suwaydi's wisdom and experience rose day after 
lay, With this strengshened confidence, al-Suwaydi's position became firmer and 
firmer until his real weteht became similar to that of the chairman of the 
government [prime miniscer] in which his official position was that of minister 
of toretan attaira, 


When shaykh Rashid Lbn Sa‘id al=-Makcum formed his present cabinet which succeeded 
the cabinet headed by his Crown Prince Maktum, he expressed reservation over 

ime Luding al-Suwayd! in the current cabinet, Buc Shaykh Zayid insisted on the 
need chat al-Suwaydi retain the Ministry of Foreign Affairs portfolio. As for 
al-Suwaydi himsel!, he had a different viewpoint and differont calculations, As 
of the first day of formation of Shaykh Rashid's cabinet, it was clear that al- 
Suwaydt would resign from it within a short period, This was confirmed when he 
declined to take the constitutional oath before the head of the state, 


Al«Suwaydi's reservation came as the result of two factors: 

First, he doesn't accept the containment lal-tahjim) operation set as a condition 
by the head otf the new government in return for appointing him as a minister, 
Shaykh Rashid made it © condition thac al-Suwaydi be a minister executing the 
state's Loreign policy and thac he confine his influence, which had extended to 
most o! the state's other ministries, to his own ministry. 


Second, the exclusion of some ministers considered supporters of his unionist line 
from the new cabinet structure, especially ftormer Minister of Education ‘Abdallah 
"imran Turaym whom Shaykh Rashid blamed for the student demonstrations which 
marched in 1976 demanding that the mainstays of the union be strengthened and that 
the state's permanent constitution be e: tablished, The intransigence of some 
rulers, including shaykh Rashid, led to disregarding the permanent constitution 
and to extending application of the provisional constitution for 5 more years. 


Shortiy after al-Suwaydi's resignation, Hanmudah ibn ‘Ali, the minister of state 
for internal affairs, submitted his resignation in solidarity with the minister 
of toreign affairs. But the reason given to justify ibn Hammudah's resignation 
was his desire to devote his attention to running the Central Security agency 

which | Ncaas, hus, the Ministry ot interior jas been without minister, espe- 


cially since its original minister, Mubarak ibn Muhammad, had a car accident which 
has disabled him, 


Last January, press reports published in Abu Dhabi said that Shaykh Sultan ibn 


, 


Ahmad al-Mu'alla, the minister o! economy, and Sa‘id ibn Ghubash, the minister of 


planning, had resivwned. ut no reasons were mentioned in this regard, 

With the absence © four main ministers from the cabinet, it has become essential 
to fill che vacant portfolios, to reshuffle the cabinet in a limited way or even 
to form a new cabinet, But nothing oi the sort has happened so far and will not 


happen be.lore the cnd of this year, at least, 











Ihe roasel | in ina hab say Chal i ibinet dilemma is no more than an 
extension of Che riaLta tf ths tate'’s permanent MSBLCALULION LOT which it has 
bar Limp ity] t reac! i satistiactorv tot i Ay Basically, al-Suwaydi's 
resignation came a i result incompati ot en tim ang the new prime 
“ini it tii © al-Suwaydi od views { avko Rashid as one ol 
the Mont pel jt monk ng Lurtne; mionist steps in tne state, this is 
omothin vhich Shavk ishid reject . hy iahid, arn ther emirate rulers 
refused ti ynrove any measaul mdernininge thei cal powet ir even the out- 

vi! prt trath ‘ ) } 

ii rOrV De il Known | i] 1 i hil in LY¥Y/6 the issue of 
ait 1) , wnt ' , thas 4 e hig 7 ‘ ’ ch refusal of the 
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Application this conet.Cutlon tor only 5 more years, Because the cime span 
yeparatiny ait present Moment Lrom ’ Deeember LYSL is not very Long in the life 
! yovermments, cspeelally under the shadow of the complications that we have 
pointe it, no cabinet reshuffle ts likely, 


On thy ther hand. informed observers in AbDu Dhabi believe that a new UAE cabinet 
will be Lormed on tie amiversary of the establishment of the union early next 
December and that this cabinec will be formed under the chairmanship of former 
Prime Minister Shaykh Makcum ibm Rashid al-Makcum, the crown prince of Dubai, 
because Shaykh Rashid doesn't intend to continue to hold the position of prime 
minister due to his illness, Last week, Shaykh Rashid leit Dubai for London for 
Creatmenct, 


lt the issue of Cie premiership is s lear and defined as of now, the issue of 
the provisional constitution and ot the permanent constitution will continue to 
ve undecenained and the ibject o ive-and-take until that date, 


(20 Mar 81, p 9) 


} . . . - ; ; 
tTexti Abu habie-Light months trom now. the UAE provisional constitution will 


become invalid, At the end of 1976, this constitution was renewed for a single 
tive-ycoal Period ning on mcember LYSL, oo tar, there seems to be no ray of 
hope regarding the state s permanent constitution. But with the tast-moving arms 


of the clock, the issue has to be raised in one form or another and this is what 
makes observers assert thac the Cew coming weeks will witness an open projection 
of the issue of the UAE permanent constitution, 


fhe issue is not just one of formulating a permanent constitution to replace the 

provisional constitution in accordance with which the UAE was founded on 2 Decem- 
ber LY/1, e issue is one of che content of the permanent constitution and of the 
federal amendments demanded by Lak President Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan and supported 


by the majority tt AE people, hese demands emerged less than a year after 
the undation of the UAE when Shaykh Zayid, in his capacity as president, found 
it imconceivab Li Oo have seven Lags seven armies, seven security 
es, even p Li imencies, seven judiciary agencies and seven governments 
within one state, 


Even though the state's provisional constitution approves this (situation], the 
‘actical experience has manifested numerous contradictions between the federal 


institutions and agencies and the local institutions and agencies of the UAE 

member emirates, it one t hese mtlict merged in an astonishing and 
nacceptable way. ‘rc example, a person deported from the state by Adu Dhabi 

polic: orld land in Dubai aboard the first plane arriving in the emirate and 


then go back to Abu Dhabi by car! 


these contradictions have also caused the state ecrong embarrassment in its 

dealings with othe: tates and with the various international organizations. 
ine t these eml iss] ntradictions are still present despite the fact 

that nearly 10 eat have pa ed since ti } dation of the union, Until now, 


the federal Ministry ot Oil and Mineral Resources Knows nothing about the volume 








vo! Dubai's oil production, its oil reserves or about the price at which Dubai's 

oil will be sold tomorrow, All that the federal Ministry of O11 knows about this 
is What the specialized foreign press and institutions publish, This manner of 
dealing within the single state has turned Dr Mani' Sa'id al-'Utaybah, the federal 
Minister of oll, into a representative of Abu Dhabi solely in the OPEC and the 
OAPEC [Organisation of Arab Petroleum Lxporting Seumenteo!. Until now, al-'Utaybah 
has not submittec to these ¢ sanizations exact figures on his country's total oil 
production volume, 


In the Lace of these (differences), Shaykh Zayid found himself calling for 
bolstering the mainstays ot the union before the lapse of the first period of 
application of the provisional constitution . 2 December 1976. To realize 
this goal, Shaykh Zayid presented specific proposals: 


Unifying the country's armed forces in a single federal army. 
Uniiying the security, police and intelligence agencies. 


Unitying the judiciary agencies, 


initying the official intormation media and bringing the radio and television 
stations in the various emirates under the control of the federal Ministry of 
Ini ormation, 


Abolishing the independent intormation media of each emirate, 
Meiging the local departments with the state's federal ministries, 
Unitying the immigration and citizenship laws in the state, 


\s soon as these comands were declared, they were faced with the severe opposition 
‘f most of the rulers of the seven emirates forming the union, especially the two 
emirates of Dubai and Ras al-Khaymah,. From the outset, Ras al-Khaymah procrasti- 
mited for a year before entering the union, 


Why the Opposition? 


Very briefly, because these demands are in conflict with the main goal which 
motivated the emirate rulers to form this union. The rulers of the seven 
emirates had agre:d to the establishment of the union that binds their emirates 
under distinctive conditions prevailing in the early 1970's. At the time, the 
oil wealth produced in Abu Dhabi and Dubai had not yet reflected its cultural 
impact on (hese two emirates, Moreover, the other emirates were living in a 
state of utter destitution, This state aroused security fears among the rulers 
of the emirates when Britain decided to withdraw from the areas located east of 
the Suez Canal and to abrogate the protection treaties concluded with these 
emirates at a time when the armed revolution in the neighboring Sultanate of 
Omin was intensifying under the leadership of the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion ot Oman which was called at the time the Popular Front for the Liberation 
of the Arab Gulf and which included in its membership many of the sons of the 
Trrcial Coast, 








in the light of Lhose conditions, the rulers of the seven emirates decided to 
establish the unton so that its primary goal my be that of protecting their 
political ontities in their emirates, This is the same reason which motivated 
them Later on to reject Shaykh Zayid's proposals because they mean their giving 

up these entities, The rulers refuse to give up their powers and the manifesta- 
tions of these powers, even if such concessions are in the cest of that union, 


| have heard the most curious justifieation for this refusal from one of the 
rulers ot the emirates who wondered with disapproval: Why should I abolish the 
flag ot the emirate which has accompanied our march throughout tens of years? 

Our situation is not different from that of the United States of America, 

there, each state has a flag, a judiciary agency, local national guard and police 
forces and so forth, 


but this justification cannot, of course, withstand an objective debate and 

camot stand in the face of natural developments and in the face of the will of 
the UAE people who are enthusiastic for the union and for strengthening its 
minstays now that these people have lived with the union's daily accomplishments. 


‘hus, the rulers of the seven emirates agreed in a session of the Rulers Supreme 
Council, held on 6 May 1976, to unify the state's armed forces. They also lu er 
issued other resolutions calling for unifying the security and police agencies 
of the emirates and bringing them under the control of the federal Ministry of 
interior. This took place before the lapse of the tirst period of the provisional 
constitution, But these positive resolutions have not been implemented, Until 
this moment, each emirate has its army, led by a commander from the emirate who 
tollows nominally the General Command and the Ministry of Defense, The same 
applies to the police and security agencies. What is more, one finds in Dubai 
that the name of the emirate is the one affixed to car license plates whereas 
the name of the UA is aftixed on such plates in the other emirates, This is 
because Dubai refuses to have its police and security come under the control 

ot the Ministry o! Interior. 


in light ot the failure to abide by the federal resolutions issued, it was 

impossible to agree on the formula of the permanent constitution which was drawn 

up in the middie of 1976, On 12 July 1976, the Rulers Supreme Council held a 

historic meeting under the shadow of strong and heated popular demand calling 

for ratification of the permanent constitution, But the declaration issued by 

the meeting decided to extend application of the provisional constitution for 
more years and to disregard the draft permanent constitution which the rulers 

had met to discuss and which had been drafted by a constituent assembly formed 

hy the Rulecs Supreme Council from among members of the federal National Assembly 

ind Council of Ministers. 


‘ince then, the issue has not been brought up in a practical manner even though 
only a few months remain for application of the provisional constitution. This 
is with the exception of the committee formed by the federal National Assembly-- 
whose members are appointed by the rulers--last December under the chairmanship 
of Assembly Speaker Turaym 'Imran, The committee was entrusted by the Assembly 
to meet with President Zayid ibn Sultan, Vice President Shaykh ibn Sa‘id al-Maktum 
and with the rulers of the other emirates to discuss with them the question of the 











state's permanent constitution, But this committee has not been able to carry out 
its task as a result of the failure cf the rulers of the emirates to respond to 
th i Ss task e 


Naturally, the fast-moving arms of the clock are pushing in the direction of 
bringing up the issue anew so that it may be possible to draw up a new draft of 
the hoped for permanent constitution, However, Shaykh Zauid, the advocate of the 
union even before the union was established and the man with the constant initia- 
tives to strengthen this union, remains unusually silent, There is no doubt that 
this silence raises questions, Has Shaykh Zayid lost hope in the possibility of 
ratification of the union's permanent constitution as he has lost hope that the 
emirate rulers wil! abide by provisions of the provisional constitution which 
stipulates that cach emirate remit 10 percent of its revenues to the UAE budget, 
considering that Abu Dhabi has been fully tinancing the state budget from its 
revenues, with the exception of one case when Dubai paid an insignificant sum 
which it regained in the torm of federal projects implemented in the emirate? 


in the UAE, nobody believes that Shaykh Zayid will remain silent, He will continue 
to be a basic party calling for fturther unionist steps and countering the other 
party which believes in being content with what exists at present because there 
could be notying better, 


Buc the events indicate that a third party, formed of the popular circles concerned 
with the destiny ot the homeland because of the continued d’fterences, has begun 
to emerge, it is a party that calls not only for further unionist steps but also 
' 


for coupling these steps with democratic parliamentary action through an elected, 
not appointed, parliame t, 


(22 Mar 81, p LLJ 


\Text! Abu Dhabie-This time, the initiative has not come from Shaykh Zayid ibn 
Sultan Al Nuhayyan, which is unusual, This time the initiative has come from 
the popular base in the UAE which reflected itself in the resolution issued by 
the tederal National Assembly to form a committee under the chairmanship of 
‘uravm ‘Imran, the Assembly speaker, to hold contacts with the president of the 
state, the vice president and the rulers of the other emirates to discuss the 
issue of the state's permanent constitution now that the constitutional period 
of the provisional constitution is about to end, 


Even though the committee has not been given the opportunity to carry out its 
task, the dossier of the issue has not been closed and is still open at the level 


of the base, 


New and Important 

What is new is noc the projection of the permanent constitution issue at the base 
level, What is new and important lies in the content of this projection. A 
broad base-level campaign has started and has found its outlet on the pages of 


AL-KHALIJ paper which is published by Turaym ‘Imran, the federal National Assembly 
Speaker, and in AL*©AZMINAH AL-‘ARABILYAH [Arab times] magazine. The new projection 
couples the demand for the permanent constitution as a basis tor strengthening 
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wre a6 no doubt that all these dilferences are what atira the pens of the press 
nave twhe tirred the etudente of al-‘Ayn University, the only university 
in the tiret time nearly months ago, the etudents boycotted classes 
i eneion of AL*AZMINAI AL} ‘ARABIYAH for 2 weeks, The second time 
laal Wee nen the students formed a national federation for the students of 
the omirat: to jvad the future student movements, which are undoubtedly movements 
Nn we; Kh fhow! .fectionme, 


Vaient inclination mh oth mirates at present is to demand following the 


ij lé Chie iti arliamentaryv exderience in the hope that when the people 
i to ha 1 say, it will be possible to surmount the differences of the rulers, 
Lou » Li 
\! nabdbie- im ia not lust the maLity charac terizring the approach 
i! 1 nm th AE, Lt has also become an established principle 
miry i 1line with the external disagreements, problems and parties, 
vi rpt ed by sueh @ statement because it is not known that the UAE 
i rences, 
lly. t rpri is no more than one of the results of Shaykh Zayid's 
: . i ith Li nt . 


. ft ti hi tween th AE and the Sultanate of Oman 
' wide ind reports came out in succession about 
ne. rat force: n the borders of the two countries. The 
an's deman some territories within the UAE. 
i im ing Cn industrial zone in the Emirate 
= a Lion ch torical disagreement ver al-Buraymi 
\ Ih. ; 
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i, { Th Main are procecei np 
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in ‘ isto iudi demand: mce rning 
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mt mn withdrawn i ially. Thes« emands are still in 
negottiat ind discussions trom tim 
©. ) nit ntirely seems to be frozen in the eyes 


n juss ional circums tar experienced 











mes tod lwet ly to the cess of Che .udi-Kuwaiti mediation which led 
to fod ii the t: nsion on the LALeUman borders in 1LY/¥ at @ time when this tension 


had reached 4 dafhper pobne, 
\ Bila ral ij ev compt ed Of the LA and OMAN ; formed to diacuas the 
! ten and to reach traternai ecolutions ry them, ihe Omani side was 
hea ’ ivi ibn Shihab, the advisor of Sultan Yabuse, and the UAE side was 
head hWayih mid ibn Rashid al-Nu'aymi, the crown prince of Ajman Deapite 
Chi if witi hich the joint committe: tartea if ork, ite etiorts were 
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Li ré ty comet 2a) in the area nder the alepy i these condi- 
tions, her ton ooperation have begun not only between thi Ab and Oman but 
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mportance of the Ras al-Khaymah territories demanded by Oman, 
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no the tmirate of has al*Khaymah, the only official reply you can hear from the 
olticials there on what they will do to restore the islands is that this matter 
Len within the jurteadiction of the UAE which alone has the right to act upon 
fureign policy mcters, But RA'S AL*KHAYMAH magazine, published by the emirate's 
Information Vepartment, Ls engaged in a popular mobilization operation concerning 
the Avablew of the islands and recounting the details of Lran's seizure of the 
islands during the reign of the shah, in collusion with Britain, and details of 
the Arab and international reactions at the time, 


Tho Magacine te aleo respublishing a detailed description of how the six police- 
won who were present in the police station of Abu Musa Island at the time of the 
iranian torces’ invasion of the island fought the atcacking Iranian forces in 
‘tense of the island and how three of them were martyred and the other three 
wounded, The aagaeine is also providing a description of how the Iranian forces 
yathered the Arab inhabitants of the island and deported them to the Emirate of 


Ras al-Khaymah aiter intimidating them. 


Subdued Re ply 

When isked; Where are the inhabitants of this island, 1 heard a soft reply 
from an Arab diplomat in Abu Dhabi who said: They returned to their island years 
ay jut | resumed my questions: What are their living conditions under the 


adow of the Lranian torees and are there Lranian inhabitants with them? 

he diplomat answered: ALL of the island's inhabitants are Arabs. They are few 
in number and there is no accurate information about them, They are cared for 
and offered public services, such as schools, clinics, postal services and 
‘tural centers, by the UAL, 


Answet 


' is this done ind according to what arrangements? 


intcrlo uter had no answer to this question because the UAE officials refuse 
alk about this issue or to make any information on it available due to its 
me | ensitive nature, However, the diplomat said that numerous UAE 

icials visit the islands every now and then, especially Abu Musa island which 


nly inhabited island, to supervise the services offered to the inhabitants. 
st visit was paid by ‘Abdallah al-Nuways, the undersecretary of the 
nforaation, and it was decided in the wake of this visit to establish 
rail cent ind a public Library in the island. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


OF 1980 IMPORTS, EXPORTS LN DUBAI REPORTED 


‘Ali ibrahim ‘Dubat's 1980 Imports Total 19.5 Billion Dirhem; 
CTIVitv in Free ‘orn at labal Ali te me of the Most Important 


wtivit iy uba eored a remarkable increase in 1980; the value 
xcludine ofl experts, more than tripled; transit trade increased 
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binant protective wall whieh we have built around our soctlety to 
ith securkt ind atability, This has begun to happen in spite of the 
t | il ef rt eing made by the auchorities responsible to combat 
t ’ nal everywhere, Inside the otfices of our Leaders and 
Tare riOURB MeclINes, Gisel ions have begun to become heated 
rm leal with the crime problem in our country and how to 
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epeats and are on the increase, The punishmentea handed out at 
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i | Furthermore, the terms of imprisonment are short, and in 
re mu shorter than terms of itmprisonment imposed by the laws of other 
‘ ror ww Sime crimes, This has caused people to have a good deal 
rt wi in our country!! 
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© at ind debating an important legal issue, we should not 
i ti . elieve everything that is said without having docu- 
idements without having sound reasons for these judgments. 
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mand ent are tloutent because the are handed out in accordance with laws which 
are old an doh, although applied at the present time, were formulated a number 
. eu inv. ' is true, for example, olf the Penal Code which was formulated 
toa time when citcumstances Ln Our society were very simple with regard to many 
lite and when normal and tixed relationships predominated between 


PMprere it OUT | 

people, But these circumstances have changed greatly because our population 

denait na increased and because of the tremendous economic and social changes 
Which our vuntt is witnessed since Chen, Thie Penal Code has not been able to 
eep pac {ch these developments and with the problems, gross violations, and 
dittferent types ot erimes which these developments ‘ave entailed and which neces- 
shade trong deterrent ind necessitate that the hands of ect iminals be resolutely 


py ind handeuffed! Does it make sense to have the maximum punishment for the 
er Lm f transporting, possessing, and using narcotics be only 5 years of 


imprisonment ind this is a erime which has begun to spread all over our country-- 
hen the punishment in some of the other Arab countries for this same crime is 
(between) | years and 25 years of imprisonment? And does it make sense for the 
is .mum punishment rr the crime of breach of trust--and this is another crime 
i ommon our soctety because some of those coming into our country are 
iting with and exploiting the money and possessions of our citizens--to be 
ears of 1 isonment, in spite ot the fact that this crime causes tremen- 
it peop Furthermore, ts it right for the maximum punishment for the 
bm fr writing eck which does not have sufticient covering funds--and this 
rime ecome more and more common in our society during the 
. :- be only 6 months of imprisonment, in spite of the fact that 
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them trom bringing their wives, This 


"an Gee Be ee | j nhheratroiy| procedures prevent 
prolyl must be loved because it is harmful to our customs and our traditions. 
KOWLSse, hors ag obe more weVvere punishments for those who write checks 
Without ulitietent covering funds, A check is an instrument of payment jvst 
Like ish, It is not an instrument of credit or an LOU. For this reason, it 1s 
dominde tha we roteet checks in order to prerect the economic act ivity which 
on in our countr | was surprised to learn that this phenomenon of 
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ublic Prosecutor’ UrTace, en | regard a Fine as sutficient punishment. in 
asi iccused pays the amount of the bad check, I hand out to him a sentence 
' imprisonment, with stay of execution, because the accused had evtl intent!" 
Mi il<Din al-Churi, another criminal court judge, says: "Some of the punish- 
ment rovided for in the prsent Penal Code are deterrents, and others are not 
deterrent or « iple, trattie violations which result in bodily injury are 
Hii ib J in dontl ot imprisonment if the injury is serious. And 
Line ch ovr ‘lations of public morals are quite often punishable by expul- 
rom the cout This i 1 harsh punishwent for those who have come to the 
count in order t improve their material situation, But, unfortunately, the 
nishment for writing a check without sufficient covering funds is only 6 months 
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SOLUTIONS TO TRAFFIC PROBLEMS PROPOSED 
Abu Dhabi AL-TTTIMAD in Arabic 12 Jan 81 p 2 


[Article: “Khalifah Orders the Implementation of Several Projects to Solve 
Abu Lisbi'e Traffic Probleme Up Till the Year 2000") 


iText! Hi Highness Gen Shaykh Khalifah ibn Zayid, the heir apparent and deputy 
commander=in chief of the Armed Forcer, is continuing his discussion of the pro- 
powale which have been made by traffic and transportation experts concerning the 
best wave of solving the traffic and traffic control problems which exist in 

the city of Abu Dhabi. 


Hie highr es held a meeting yesterday noon which was attended by His Highness 
Shaykh Tahnun ibo Muhammad, the ruler's representative in the Eastern Province 
and chairman of the Board of Directors of the Abu Dhabi National Petroleum Co. ; 
Hie Excellency Surur ibn Muhammad, head of the Office of His Highness the Chief 
of State; Nis Excellency Sayf ibn Muhammad, head of the Planning Department; the 
members of the Executive Council and the head of the Municipality of Abu Dhabi; 
the head of the Department of Urban Planning; and a traffic consultant. The 
meting wae held in order to study the planning which had been prepared by the 
experts. The objectives of the planning are to reduce the intensity of traffic 
probleme, to take care of requirements anticipated in the future, to take the 
measures necessary to widen and improve the streets inside the city [to accommo- 
date traffic] antil the end of the year 2000, to connect these streets with *he 
streets which lead out of the city of Abu Dhabi, and to improve both Airport Road 
and Eastern Road. 


Hie Highness Gen Shaykh Khalifah ibn Zayid gave orders to quickly provide the 
Defenee Neadquarters traffic circle with traffic lights, to build an unde.pass 

at the Grand Mosque traffic circle, and to take the steps necessary for building 
overpasses and intersections near the entrance to the new airport and in the 
“usaftih area. He specified thac when these projects are being implemented one 
must bear in mind that permanent solutions must be created so that traffic can be 
dealt with wnatil the year 2000 and so that these projects will not require any 
modifications in the future. 


It was decided to finish the work of widening Airport Road which is going on right 
now starting with the al-(Musharraf) traffic circle and will go up to the Defense 
Headquarters traffic circle by the end of the year. The street will be a two-way 


92 











etreet, with three lanes going in each direction, Also, more side streets will 
come into the main street, the main street will have bus steps and taxi stands, 
and will alee have parking areas for care on both sides of the street for the 
buildings which are located there, (UAE News Agency), 
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